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Section 1 - General Course Information 

Course Title Applied Social Studies (Extended) 

Qualification  BA (Hons) 

Intermediate Qualification(s)  

Awarding Institution University of Bedfordshire 

Location of Delivery AA (University Square Campus) 

Mode(s) of Study and Duration  
4 years full time 
 

Core Teaching Pattern 1 

FHEQ Level 6 

Professional, Statutory or 
Regulatory Body (PSRB) 
accreditation or endorsement 

Not Applicable 

PSRB Renewal Date Not Applicable 

University of Bedfordshire 
Employability accreditation 

 

Route Code (SITS) BAASXAAF 

Subject Community Applied Social Studies 

UCAS Course Code L310 

Relevant External 
Benchmarking 

QAA Quality Code section a1 (The Framework for Higher Education 

Qualifications); Level 6 

QAA Quality Code section A2: Social Policy and Administration 

For the foundation year SEEC level 3 descriptors  

http://www.seec.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/seec-
files/SEEC%20Level%20Descriptors%202010.pdf  

Common European framework of Reference (for English language 

elements) 

 

http://www.seec.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/seec-files/SEEC%20Level%20Descriptors%202010.pdf
http://www.seec.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/seec-files/SEEC%20Level%20Descriptors%202010.pdf


  

Section 2 - Published Information 

Material in this section will be used on the course web site to promote the course to potential students.  The 

text should be written with this potential audience in mind. 

Course Structure  

The units which make up the course are: 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name Core or option 

Level 3 – Foundation Year 

 3  English for Study Core 

 3  Business Basics C 

 3  Mathematical Foundations C 

 3  Everyday Computing C 

 3  Understanding British Culture and Society C 

 3  Technical and Academic English C 

 3  Practical Computing C 

 3  Statistics C 

 3  Introduction to economics C 

 3  Academic English skills C 

 3  Planning and Financing a Business C 

 3  Mathematical modelling C 

 3  Integrated Project C 

Levels 4 to 6 

ASS047-1 4 15 Academic Skills for Higher Education Core 

ASS048-1 4 15 Introduction to the Human Services Core 

ASS049-1 4 60 Foundations in the Social Sciences Core 

ASS010-1 4 30 Introduction to Health and Social Care Option 

ASS009-1 4 30 Introduction to Criminology Option 

ASS030-1 4 30 Introduction to Working with Children, Young 
People and Families 

Option 

     

ASS070-2 5 30 Exploring the Social Sciences Core 

ASS069-2 5 15 Multi-Agency Working Core 

ASS006-2 5 30 Research Approaches in the Social World Core 

ASS068-2 5 15 Comparing Welfare Internationally Core 

ASS061-2 5 15 Contemporary Forced Migration Option 

ASS059-2 5 15 Studies in ‘Race’ and Ethnicity Option 

ASS066-2 5 15 Global News Media and Contemporary 
Audiences 

Option 

ASS060-2 5 15 Child Welfare: perspectives on and 
approaches to risk assessment 

Option 

ASS067-2 5 15 Young People, Gangs and Group Offending Option 

ASS057-2 5 15 Managing and Management in the Human 
Services 

Option 

ASS062-2 5 15 Disability in Childhood: critical perspectives on 
policy and practice 

Option 

ASS058-2 5 15 Mental Health and Society Option 

     

ASS043-3 6 30 Independent Project in Applied Social Studies Core 

ASS010-3 6 30 Ideas and Issues in Globalisation Core 

ASS007-3 6 30 Dependency and Care: Critical perspectives 
on policy and practice 

Option 

ASS008-3 6 30 The Social Body Option 

ASS009-3 6 30 Child Protection: critically analysing policy and 
practice 

Option 

ASS022-3 6 30 Leadership & Management & Multi-Agency Option 



Working in the Human Services 

ASS011-3 6 30 Violence in Contemporary Society Option 

ASS013-3 6 30 Comparative Youth Justice Option 

ASS034-3 6 30 Current Issues in the Human Services Option 

ASS035-3 6 15 Human Services Today Option (This 
cannot be taken 
with ASS034-3) 

ASS014-3 6 15 Contemporary Issues in Inclusion and 
Exclusion in Education 

Option (This 
must be taken 
with ASS035-3) 

 
 

Why study this course 

Applied Social Studies is a relevant and stimulating course that gives you a deep understanding into the 
lives of different individuals, communities and workplaces. The content of the course is broad covering both 
national and global social issues and problems together with policy intervention responses across the 
human services. Potential employers favour Applied Social Studies graduates for the diversity of your 
transferable knowledge and skills, humanistic values and your breadth of mind. 

The extended degree has been designed with a first year (level 3) that specifically prepares students who 
are non-native speakers of English for study on degree courses at the University of Bedfordshire. Developed 
in collaboration with lecturers who deliver the degree courses, the combination of the study of a broad range 
of subjects and academic and technical English will be excellent preparation for your future studies. The 
range of subjects that is included in the course means that you will have a good underpinning for a range of 
our sport courses.  

During your foundation year you will get the opportunity to talk to tutors about your degree study and in 
some cases you may decide to transfer to a different degree title if you meet the entry requirements and 
pass the foundation year. More details about these opportunities can be found on our website. 

 

Course Summary – Educational Aims  

 
The first year of the extended degree course is a preparation for study for people for whom English is not 
their first language and who need to undertake a further year’s study in order to gain the qualifications 
needed to enter a degree course. This part of the course will take place in Luton. Over the course of three 
terms you will undertake intensive subject study through the medium of English as well as improving your 
general and academic English language competence. The course has been designed by the university 
based on its knowledge and experience of the preparation that students need for undergraduate study.  

During the three terms you will study computing, business, social sciences and mathematics to an advanced 
level together with the specialist skills and language related to the subject areas. The content of the subject 
modules has been designed to ensure that you develop transferable skills and knowledge that you can apply 
even if you are not going to study the subject further on your degree. In the business studies modules, for 
example, you will gain understanding of how businesses that you come into contact with on a daily basis 
operate and study the way that small businesses are planned and financed. You may well want to set up 
your own sports business in the future. There is considerable emphasis on understanding the UK and wider 
world context as an underpinning to the sociological aspects of the degree. With this in mind you will 
investigate UK and world news and issues in your English language units and also look at the UK culture 
through sociology and psychology. The maths and computing units, as well as English language, ensure that 
you have well developed skills that you can apply to any parts of your degree and also to later employment. 
By the end of the course you should be confident in using and interpreting data, performing a range of 
calculations, understanding statistics and using a variety of computer packages to present information in a 
professional way using different media. In common with degrees in many countries, the foundation year 
allows you to gain knowledge and understanding of a range of underpinning subjects before you go on to 
more specialised study of Social Studies. 

The first year of the course is intensive with at least six hours of classes every day and requirements to 
undertake regular preparation, background reading and private study but you will also receive regular 
support and guidance. By starting your studies at the University of Bedfordshire in the foundation year you 
will find progression to degree study easier as you will already be familiar with the university, its staff and its 



ways of working as well as having friends from your course.  

During the foundation course there will be opportunities to attend some degree lectures and workshops so 
that you can have a taste of what it will be like to be an undergraduate.  

The degree course focuses on the development of your abilities in the following areas: 
 
Enquiry 
 
The course will enable you to develop and use various academic enquiry skills from a range of social 
science disciplines. You will also acquire personal and practice-based skills in areas of specific relevance to 
current human services work, notably management practice, communication and multi-agency working. All 
of this will move you forward towards a qualification that will enhance your prospects of a fulfilling career in 
the human services. 
 
Contextual understanding 
 
The course will allow you to develop core conceptual and empirical knowledge in the wide range of social 
science subjects and disciplines covered in applied social studies. In particular, knowledge that is informed 
by research in the forefront of social work and social development, trafficking studies, youth offending and 
vulnerable social groups. 
 
Collaboration 
 
The course will develop your collaborative ability by working in small groups and teams on assignments and 
related tasks. You will use your social science knowledge to grow communication skills as well as a critical 
awareness of how to conduct research and apply social theories to professional practice in ways that 
promote equality of opportunity and respect the rights of vulnerable groups and individuals. 
 
Enterprise 
 
 
The course provides an opportunity to shape your degree course in accordance with your personal 
preferences and future career aspirations by providing a number of option units at each level of study in key 
service areas such as children and families, crime, health care, disability, older people and global policy 
issues. You can be enterprising in the way you create and shape your course by blending core with option 
units to specialise in particular areas of knowledge and human services practice. 
 

 

Entry requirements 

This course is open to EU and international students for whom English is not their first language who have: 

40 -55% marks at 12 standard or the equivalent of 1 A level grade E or 2 AS levels or 2+ A levels which do 
not meet the subject-specific science/maths entry requirements of certain degrees: 

and 

IELTS 4.5 with no more than two skills at 4.0 

PSRB details 

 

Graduate Impact Statements 

The course has been designed to develop graduates who are able to: 

 Apply knowledge and understanding of applied social studies in a variety of settings within the 
human services both in the UK and internationally 

 Work collaboratively in multi-disciplinary teams widely used in contemporary human services 
practice to better address service user needs 



 Produce evidence-based assessments and reports independently on the basis of current knowledge 
of particular areas of service delivery 

Higher Education Achievement Report - Additional Information 

Your career management skills are those of managing individual learning and personal development – both 
of which are embedded in the course. Your ability to grow, with tutor support, and recognise where your 
personal qualities enhance your employability is a key life skill. Identifying the transferability of skills and 
experience is another key skill developed on the course. 

Additionally, specific skills you need for the human services, such as being sensitive to diversity, promoting 

equality of opportunity and protecting the rights of vulnerable people, are fostered in the classroom. The 

course enables you to engage with relevant work experience while you are studying. You will also take part 

in a multi-agency case conference to plan a ‘care package’ based on a real client case. You will also be able 

to take part in the Bedfordshire Edge Employability Award.  

Learning and Teaching  

For the foundation year (level 3) tutors delivering this course use a range of different teaching techniques to 
ensure that you are able to engage fully in learning and are well prepared for the type of teaching you will 
have on your degree course. You will sometimes have formal ‘lectures’ in which you will need to take notes 
and think about the ideas that are being presented and then discuss them in seminars and workshops. You 
will also be expected to participate in class, working in pairs and groups, working on problems and 
discovering knowledge for yourself. Practical sessions include working in computer and language 
laboratories. You will be expected to do a lot of work outside the classroom, either reading and preparing for 
your classes or doing set tasks, assignments and preparing for exams. As you get towards the end of the 
first year, in the final term, you will be expected to be able to organise your own work and to plan and carry 
out a research project. You will also attend lectures and workshops on the degree course that you have 
chosen so that you get practice and experience of the next stage of learning. 

The BA (Hons) Applied Social Studies is normally delivered across three academic years following your 
foundation year. In the first year of the degree course your learning is designed to develop foundation 
knowledge and skills in research, subject knowledge and understanding, and study skills. The choice of an 
option unit allows you to specialise in a particular set of subjects. This learning is developed in the second 
year of study through a mix of core knowledge and skills, but with an increasing emphasis on option choices 
that allows you to take ownership of the direction of your learning and to take specialist unit subjects 
broadening knowledge and employability. Full and appropriate guidance is given to students, especially part-
time students, to support your choice of option units all levels and over the duration of their studies. Students 
will strengthen their analytical, interpretative and communication skills across the academic year through the 
use of case studies and problem-based learning linked to understanding the needs of differing vulnerable 
groups. In the final year of study, you will demonstrate attributes of problem-solving, evaluative and reflective 
skills in units that deliver core contemporary subject knowledge and independent self-managed learning. 
Three of the four units are option thus allowing you further specialisation and choice. 

The nature of the learning experience is delivered through lectures, seminars and workshops and will 
develop across the course with more of an emphasis on guided learning in the first year of study delivering 
knowledge and skills. In your second year, the degree of autonomous learning will increase, particularly in 
reading for workshop sessions. In the final year, you will be able to demonstrate the attributes of self-
managed learning in the project (dissertation) and generally in the option units. The aim of the final year is to 
produce graduates who are able, as life-long learners, to learn in new settings and situations. 

The units are underpinned by research and teaching staff that have research as well as social studies 
professional practice experience, applying both practice and research to the curriculum. You will have 
opportunities to learn by attending the various seminars and lectures run in the Department on a variety of 
applied social studies subjects. 

Developing your employability 

 
Your employability as a professional practitioner in an area of the human services is the central aim of the 
BA (Hons) Applied Social Studies course. Most of our graduate students have achieved this by developing a 
range of transferable skills and subject knowledge on the course. For example, knowledge of the law and 
management practice combined with communication skills, both verbal and written, in a variety of ways and 
settings, in line with employer expectations as understood by your course team. 



 
The development of these skills and the knowledge base are an essential workplace requirement and will 
enhance your employability as the course progresses. Use is made of practice-based learning through case 
studies, some drawn from employers own experience to enhance your curriculum, together with situations 
drawn from different parts of the human services. The ability to select options and your own research 
dissertation topic will enable you to develop specialist knowledge that is aware of current issues and 
developments in applied social studies subjects. Employer engagement is a feature of the course in various 
ways, for instance in the form of lecture contribution on key units. The timetable enables you to work while 
you are studying and our Careers Adviser, attached to the Department of Applied Social Studies, will help 
you as needed with the direction of your future career. 

Department (s) 

Applied Social Studies 

Assessment  

 
A range of appropriate assessments will enable you to grow in confidence and demonstrate your acquisition 
of knowledge and skills. The assessment methods used across the course include: 
 

 Written assignments – these vary from essays and reports to more in-depth research work on 
broader topics 

 Examinations:  These are a range of multiple choice computer examinations through to in-class 
tests and essay-based exams in your final year 

 Oral presentations and Poster presentations that demonstrate verbal and presentational skills in 
communicating information to others 

 Group work allowing you to demonstrate skills of group research while allowing you to submit a 
piece of individual work at the same time as your contribution to the group 

 The Dissertation, allowing you to undertake a complex research project and communicate 
knowledge, findings and recommendations, in your final year on the course 
 

During your foundation year you will be assessed in a variety of different ways, reflecting how you will be 
assessed on your degree. You will have in class tests, exams, essays, portfolios, presentations, case 
studies, practical tasks, projects and reviews to prepare. You will also gain regular feedback on your work 
which will help you to identify where your strengths and weaknesses are. You will have an individual learning 
plan in which you will record what areas of your work you need to improve on and how you are going to do 
this. You will review this regularly with your personal academic tutor. 

 
The assessments will develop incrementally across the course and allow you to gain skills, confidence and  
knowledge, receive feedback and grow, thus allowing you to implement this knowledge and feedback into 
subsequent assessments. The similarity index Turnitin is used in the submission of most of your 
assignments to develop your capacity for writing in your own words and style of expression.  
 
At the end of the course completion of the assessments will demonstrate your ability to analyse current 
knowledge and communicate this, in both written and presentational formats, as well as demonstrate a 
range of transferable skills relevant to your professional employability.  

After Graduation  

Typical graduate destinations for Applied Social Studies students include 

 Direct work with service users in areas such as:  

 Children and schools 

 Drug and alcohol misuse  

 Prisoner rehabilitation 

 Domestic violence survivors 

 Services for older and disabled people 

 Work in other areas of the human services such as: 



 Health promotion/Public Health 

 Housing policy research 

 Family support 

 Community development  

o Further study at Masters level (Level seven), for example, MSc Social Work, MSc Public Health, MA 
International Social Work and Community Development, MA Childhood and Youth: Applied Perspectives. 

 

Student Support during the course 

During your foundation year you will have regular tutorials with your personal academic tutor (PAT) who will 
support you in developing and monitoring your individual learning plan (ILP). There are timetabled sessions 
at the end of each day during which you will be managing your own learning, completing work that you have 
been set and getting extra support with English and Maths in particular, either by attending a workshop or 
doing extra activities recommended by your tutor. 

All students will be allocated a personal academic tutor (PAT) at the start of their degree course. The tutor 
will provide you with personal tutorials providing academic support and monitoring of your academic and 
professional development for your first and second years of study. In your final year, your dissertation 
supervisor becomes your personal academic tutor. You will also be allocated a personal tutor (PT) who will 
stay with you for the duration of the course to assist you with decisions relating to your option choices, 
career possibilities and general personal support. Unit tutors and the course coordinator are available to 
discuss unit and course level concerns through published office hours, personal appointments arranged by 
e-mail and informal guidance on the phone.  The feedback given to students as part of the assessment 
process will enable self-assessment and development of your learning and skills, and promote progress to 
overcome any learning problems.   

Tutors will also refer you to appropriate services in the event of issues that lie outside the boundaries of the 
tutor relationship. For example, you can make use of the Professional Academic Development (PAD) team 
where appropriate support can be provided to support your particular learning needs. Language and 
communication skills are also addressed when need is identified and support provided by the PAD team.  

For students where English is a second language, the University provides free English lessons from 
intermediate up to more advanced level English language skills. Additionally, the year-long first year unit, 
Academic Skills in Higher Education, provides you with both study skills and Academic English writing skills 
required to succeed. For students needing further assistance with developing their IT skills, Library Services 
offer tutor lead computer skill training workshops.  

You will also be supported by the Peer Assisted Learning (PAL) system in your first year. PAL sessions are 
run on a regular basis and by specially trained second and third year students who studied the same 
material as you in their first year and who will therefore be able to give you their advice and the benefit of 
their experience to enable you to achieve your full potential in your first year on the course. 

 

Students with disabilities 

The BA Applied Social Studies is open and accessible and works to ensure there are no barriers to students 
with impairments/ disabilities. The Department of Applied Social Studies is pro-active in working with the 
disability team and Bedfordshire Students’ Union in order to ensure open access to all of its courses and 
students with known disabilities will be supported and assessed as appropriate, and will always make 
reasonable adjustments as required.  



Level 3 Foundation Year assessment matrix 
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2                         

3                         

4                         

5 EX- PT                       
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7   EX-PT                     

8 f                       

9                         

10 CW-Port   f CW Port                   

exams ELAS EX EX                     
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14                         
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Assessment Map 

                             
Course title and route code: BA (Hons) Applied Social Studies (BASSO_S) 

  

 

      

  

   

 

     Unit code C/O 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

LEVEL 4                                                           

ASS049-1 C   A1   F G&A2a    A2b   F G A3   F G        A4 

ASS047-1 C A1     F G                                   A2     F G   

ASS048-1 C                   A1     F G               
 

    A2 
 

   F 

ASS030-1 O     
 

    
  

A1      F G    
   

    A2 
 

   F G          
 

ASS010-1  O        A1   F G       A2   F G      

ASS009-1 O          A1   F G          A2   F G 

LEVEL 5         
                                                  

ASSX50-2 C               A1     F G                       A2     F G 

ASS006-2 C                   A1     F G         A2     F G         A3 

ASSX60-2 C                                           A1     F G     

ASSX61-2 C                                              A1     F G   

ASSX62-2 0     A1     F G           A1     F G                       

ASSX53-2 O                     A1     F G                           

ASSX51-2 O                     A1     F G                           

ASSX52-2 O       A1     F G     A2     F G                           

ASSX59-2 O                                       A1     F G   A2     

ASSX49-2 O                                       A1     F G       A2 

ASSX57-2 O                                       A1     F G   A2     

ASSX55-2 O                                       A1     F G   A2     

LEVEL 6                                                           

ASS104-3 C           A1     F G                           A2a     F A2b 

ASS007-3 O                         A1     F G                 A2     

ASS008-3 O                     A1     F G                   A2 

 
  F 

ASS009-3 O                       A1     F G           A2     F G     

ASS010-3 C                     A1     F G                       A2   

ASS011-3 O                                 A1     F G         A2     

ASS013-3 O                               A1     F G         A2     F 

ASS014-3 O                                                   A1     

ASS022-3 O                       A1     F G             A2     F G   

ASS034-3 O                   A1     F G                 A2     F G   

ASS035-3 O                   A1     F G                             

 A - Assessment                                F - Feedback due - 15 working days after submission                                                        G - Grades given - 20 working days after submission 
S1/S2  = Semester based TY  = Whole Year unit 



 

Section 3 - Academic Information 
This section will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics are the target 
audience. 

Course Learning Outcomes 

By the end of the Foundation year you will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of pre-defined theory and current debates in the social 
sciences 

2. Apply given principles, concepts and approaches in computing and mathematics to problems 
relating to real-life contexts 

3. Select, collate, synthesise and summarise appropriate  information from a range of sources and 
present it effectively following academic conventions 

4. Communicate accurately and effectively using general, academic and technical English 

5. Take responsibility for planning and managing your own learning, identifying strengths and 
weaknesses and accessing further support where needed. 

Upon successful completion of the BA(Hons) Applied Social Studies, a graduate of typical standard will be 
able to: 

LO 1.   evidence social science knowledge and critical appreciation of the key empirical and theoretical 
issues faced by different social groups in the contemporary UK, their causes and the different ways of 
addressing them in society 
 
LO 2.   critically evaluate the part played by the legal, policy, organisational and practice contexts of the 
human services in shaping responses to human behaviour and need, from the past to the present, in the UK 
and also internationally 
 
LO 3.   display an in-depth ability to critically analyse a range of sources of social science knowledge 
addressed in applied social studies, for example globalisation issues or welfare systems in different 
countries, using a variety of research applications and study techniques 
 
LO 4.   articulate the value base within which the human services are embedded, demonstrating the means 
by which service users’ rights, responsibilities and equal opportunities may be fostered in different settings 
and areas of UK and international society 
 
LO 5.   demonstrate an ability to synthesise sources of knowledge of different theoretical and ideological 
frameworks and to show academically relevant creativity in developing new knowledge about how the 
human services address social issues, both overseas and in the UK 
 
LO 6.    locate applied social studies issues and interventions, together with the contested nature of 
knowledge about both, within historical, contemporary and international legal, policy, organisational and 
practice contexts across UK and international society 
 
LO 7.   evidence a familiarity with key research theories, methodologies and techniques, in order to complete 
an substantive independent and original research project 
 

Course-specific regulations 

In order to pass the Bedfordshire foundation year students are required to: 

 maintain at least 80% attendance across all subjects 

 pass all of the modules in the course 

demonstrate that they have achieved a minimum of IELTS 5.5 equivalent in listing, reading, writing and 

speaking 

Teaching, Learning and Assessment 



The pedagogic learning strategy on the BA Applied Social Studies is to allow students to develop knowledge 
and skills incrementally and interactively, in stages, across the course. During the first year (Level 4), 
lectures are introductory, outlining key concepts and issues in relation to the applied social sciences and the 
nature of the contemporary human services. This learning is delivered in a variety of teaching methods 
including lectures, seminar discussions and workshops, supported by additional support beyond the formal 
sessions, for example via one-to-one coaching sessions with the unit tutors. At level 4 the workshops are 
tailored specifically for Applied Social Studies students linking and extending the lecture material directly to 
relevant topic areas and research to do with inequalities, vulnerable groups and meeting need.  Further 
research skills on the core units will develop in students the ability to find knowledge and begin to answer 
the ‘how do we know that?’ component of their learning The Academic Skills unit is taught in blocks linked to 
assessments on the Foundations in the Social Sciences unit to ensure that students have the necessary 
skills to tackle the differing assessment types.   

In the second year of the course (Level 5) students will strengthen their analytical, interpretative and 

communication skills on their core units. Lectures are more discursive, highlighting debates, theories, 

controversies or issues which students can pursue further through seminars, workshops and independent 

reading.  The learning shifts slowly from guided to more independent styles as students learn to grow and 

assume some responsibility for their learning.  The assessments enable students to demonstrate their level 

of attainment and to demonstrate a range of abilities and skills. The mix of assessments from group wikis to 

in-class tests, written assignments and case studies and individually assessed group projects will provide a 

varied and engaging assessment strategy. Workshops for the Multi-agency Working unit consist of students 

from differing degrees within the Portfolio to simulate a multi-agency working approach. The assessment on 

the Multi-Agency Working unit involves students developing a care package for a ‘client’ based on real case 

studies simulating a real case conference.  This is extremely successful and adds to the students’ learning 

experience. The expanding range of option units at this Level incorporate a variety of assessment formats 

linked to the overall learning outcomes of the course (see above).    
 
In the third year of the course (Level 6) students are able to demonstrate the problem-solving, evaluative, 
analytic, self-management and reflective skills expected of a university graduate. The combination of a core 
unit in contemporary knowledge and research practice and a wide range of specialist option units provide 
the mechanisms through assessment to demonstrate these qualities. At Level Six the expectation is that the 
students’ learning will move steadily to more autonomous learning. The Project unit (the Dissertation) 
provides the opportunity for students to demonstrate their capacity to learn autonomously and deliver a 
substantial piece of work independently. The demonstration of this knowledge and qualities enhances the 
employability of an Applied Social Studies student together with the nature of their specialisation among the 
three option units.  
 
In sum, the teaching, learning and assessment strategy is designed to support and enable students to 
achieve the course learning outcome. Case Studies and report writing, for example, appear at all levels of 
the course to link learning to ‘real world’ examples and prepare students for the need within Human Services 
work to write differing types of casework. Feedback on assessment is an essential part of the learning 
experience and the reflections made on the tutor comments will enable students to critically assess their 
learning and develop between assignments.   
 

 

Additional Academic Information 



Peer-assisted learning (PAL) 

Peer assisted learning will be linked to the core 60 credit Level 4 unit Foundations in the Social Sciences 
(ASS049-1). It is a new part of the 1st year curriculum for the 2014/15 academic year. It has a dedicated 
academic course contact lecturer whose job is to provide support to the PAL leaders, the 2nd and 3rd year 
students volunteering to work with the 1st year students on a regular basis about their questions and 
concerns regarding specific unit topics and assignments as well as broader campus negotiation, such as 
using the LRC (Learning Resources Centre) effectively. 

Initial Assessment 

Level 3 -Foundation year - Students will be assessed on maths and English on arrival and regularly 
throughout the course. The results of these tests will be used to start an individual learning plan. Students 
will submit work regularly for all modules and gain feedback. The first summative assessment will be in 
Business Basics. 
 
Academic Skills for Higher Education (ASS047-1) – initial assessment takes place in week three of the 
course. The task will be a written reflective exercise taken in-class and will: 

 introduce students to undertaking assessment tasks 

 provide students with development feedback 

 introduce students to reflect and act on feedback 

 allow course teams and personal tutors to identify any additional support needed 

 provide engagement data for the Student Attainment and Review (StAR) board 
 

Improving students’ learning 

In the first year, the focus is to inculcate study skills preparing students for assessments on units. The 
learning addresses higher education learning practice including referencing, note taking, essay and report 
writing and the virtual learning environment. These skills are evident in the 60 credit year-long Foundations 
in the Social Sciences unit. They are then developed further in the core units in the second year, not least on 
core units such as the 30 credit year-long Exploring the Social Sciences unit. Finally, the learning comes to 
fruition in the research dissertation of third year, on the Independent Project unit, where students develop 
the skills of self-managed application and autonomous study. 
 

 



Academic Integrity 

 
Good academic practice in the first year, for example avoiding plagiarism, is delivered in the Academic Skills 
for Higher Education unit. In second year, these skills are developed in the core units, not least Research 
Approaches in the Social World, where good ethical practice in social research is emphasized. Strategies 
are in place in each unit to ensure assessment accords with good practice, for example referencing. High 
risk assignment types – coursework essays – are balanced by low risk in-class tests, examinations or 
presentations. A zero weighted viva is part of the Independent Project unit in third year, to support the 
dissertation.    
 

HEAR implementation 

This CIF (Course Information Form) contains the key relevant information required for an individual student’s 

HEAR statement. The Applied Social Studies course team is working to deliver the HEAR reports for 

students in line with the development of University systems to the stage when implementation is possible for 

the subsequent production of reports. 

Internationalisation 

 
The core component of the course develops students’ knowledge of issues faced by a diversity of social 
groups and the social, legal, policy and political organisational contexts within which responses to human 
needs are forged both in the UK and internationally. It is recognised by the course team that the ‘globalised’ 
world offers opportunities and provides the means to much social activity. The international dimension in 
applied social studies is covered across all levels of the course, but particular reference to 
internationalisation in made in the following units: 
 

 Foundations in the Social Sciences 

 Comparing Welfare Internationally 

 Exploring the Social Sciences 

 Contemporary Forced Migration 

 Global News Media 

 Child Protection 

 Ideas and Issues in Globalisation 

 Global Public Health 

Sustainability 

A focused social science approach to understanding how the needs of differing social groups are met (both 

in the UK and globally) is utilised in different units. Throughout the course, students develop the ability to 

analyse the theories and ideologies underlying UK and Global Society approaches to, and decisions made 

about, vulnerable social groups. The importance of life-long learning and keeping up-to-date with public 

policy, professional practice and changes within society is encouraged throughout the course.  
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