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 Course Information Form 
 
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course 

General Course Information 

 

Course Title International Journalism  

Qualification  MA 

FHEQ Level 7 

Intermediate Qualification(s) Certificate of Higher Education/ Diploma of Higher Education 

Awarding Institution University of Bedfordshire 

Location of Delivery AA 

Mode(s) of Study and 
Duration  

Full-time 12 months, or Part-time pathway two years (October start 
only) 

Full-time 15 months, or Part-time pathway two to three years 
(February start only) 

Professional, Statutory or 
Regulatory Body (PSRB) 
accreditation or endorsement 

NA 

UCAS Course Code   

External Benchmarking 

Subject Benchmark statement: 
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-
benchmark-statement-Communication-media-film-and-cultural-
studies.pdf 

QAA Level 7 Descriptors: 
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Masters-degree-
characteristics.pdf 

Entry Month(s) October, February 

Why study this course 

 Produce quality journalism for audiences from the hyper-local to the global. 

 Develop an internationalised approach, challenging specific cultural perspectives, 
deepening the quality of your analysis,  

 Evaluate issues of media and international development, such as human rights and 
media structures 

 Learn the latest academic and journalistic research techniques 

 Articulate your journalism across media platforms 

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-statement-Communication-media-film-and-cultural-studies.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-statement-Communication-media-film-and-cultural-studies.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-statement-Communication-media-film-and-cultural-studies.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Masters-degree-characteristics.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Masters-degree-characteristics.pdf
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 Produce a final project of your choice, either in the form of a journalistic portfolio or an 
academic dissertation 

 Attend master classes and visit the BBC, The Guardian, Reuters, Bloomberg and others 

 Interview top UK politicians, human rights lawyers and others visiting the university. 
 
 

Educational Aims  

The MA International Journalism is a course for our times. This course is designed to respond to 
various challenges and was built from the bottom up, with an international focus inherent in all 
the elements of the course, producing joined-up approach to journalism, which has a reach far 
beyond national media. This course is of relevance to home and international students, 
equipping them for a fast-developing global industry. 
 
The degree will challenge those from the UK and beyond to think past their national 
perspectives, comprehending that to get the full story you need to look across both geographical 
borders and traditional divisions within journalism. Students will harness social media to see 
how the big stories are covered, commented on and packaged across the globe.  
Today’s big stories are complex, simultaneously political, economic, hyper-local and global. On 
the course you will learn about transnational organisations, from the Arab League, the EU, UN, 
International Monetary Fund, through to multi-national businesses and learn to critically evaluate 
these and other aspects of globalization, including how, for instance some democracies and 
media structures, preclude the full picture emerging. You will learn from the outset about 
theories relating to journalism; how to conduct academic research; and how to do well on a 
dissertation.  
Students will be encouraged to work on: the student magazine, Loud; our very own Community 
Radio station, RadioLab, and on our online television station, BedsTV. 
 
On all units, theory will inform practice and often vice versa – as opposed to separate theory 
and practical units. The opportunity offered to flexibly combine intensive theoretical analysis of 
journalism in a global context, with reflective journalistic practice, is unique in the UK. You will 
for instance also discern the differences between academic and journalistic approaches to 
research – as well as how they converse and inform each other. 
 
The course structure offers a distinctive master’s degree in International Journalism.. A specific 
Research Methods unit in the first semester creates a sound academic platform for rigorous 
analysis of what is a rapidly changing industry. The notion of challenging national perspectives 
in Journalism Practices Around the World and responding to and critically engaging with 
globalisation and transnational governance, providing students with a more joined up response 
in The Global Reporter, strengthens the structure. The symmetry across the course is re-
enforced further by the unit Media and International Developments, simultaneously helping 
students to understand the challenges faced in reporting in some parts of the world and the 
media structures (and sometimes resulting limits on human rights) reporters have to negotiate 
and respond to. This makes for a rounded degree, ready to equip reporters for the digitalised 
global village they now inhabit 
This course offers the benefits of many elements found on International Relations courses, 
looking at transnational governance, coupling this with its direct application to journalism, 
teaching students how the political and economic are invariably inextricably entwined. 
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Course Structure  

The Units which make up the course (including the Professional Practice Year as applicable) 
are: 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name 
Core or 
option 

MED000-6 7 60 Final Project in International Journalism Core 

MED001-6 7 30 The Global Reporter Core 

MED002-6 7 30 Journalism Practices around the World Core 

MED030-6 7 30 Research Methods Core 

MED026-6 7 30 Media and International Development Core 

Course-Specific Regulations 

 

Entry requirements 

Additional requirements: 
For international students an overall IELTS score of minimum 6.5, with no less than 6 in 
each component (reading, writing, speaking and listening). 
 
Portfolio: 
Candidates for the course will be expected to produce a portfolio of journalism work. Candidates 
should include at least: a news story and a 1,000-word feature article on a given subject. 
Inclusion of these two pieces is the minimum requirement for portfolio submission. 
 
Telephone or Skype interview: 
Candidates will then be interviewed about how they researched and wrote the pieces in their 
portfolio. Staff will then assess the prospective student’s aptitude and suitability for the course. 
 
Qualifications: 
Candidates should have a lower second-class first degree or a postgraduate qualification such 
as a Postgraduate Certificate in journalism or the equivalent. 
Candidates with a considerable track record in journalism who do not have a degree will be 
considered.  
 

Additional Course Costs 

 

Graduate Impact Statements 

The course has been designed to develop graduates who are able to: 

 Analyse the norms of Anglo-European journalistic practices while also comparing, 
contrasting and evaluating such practices in relation to other practices from around the 
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world, and be adaptable to the developments and impact of new technologies to their 
professional environment.  

 Communicate clearly and to identify, prioritise and process information on multiple 
platforms in a legally safe manner.  

 Be resourceful and enterprising with an ability to identify and pursue stories and to 
challenge, test and critique evidence, while adhering to ethical codes of conduct for 
journalists as well as the strictures of academic work. 

 

Course Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate systematic knowledge and understanding of a range of key issues in the 

media discipline underpinned by skills in research, creativity, analysis and evaluation. 
2. Debate, analyse, evaluate and critique a series of theoretical and intellectual debates 

relating to the role and effectiveness of journalism and harness this analysis in 
formulating a more effective synthesis of ideas and arguments in your journalistic and 
academic work. 

3. Analyse and critically evaluate your journalistic work (and that of others) and harness 
this analysis in informing a more effective synthesis of ideas and arguments in your 
academic work. 

4. Critically engage with, analyse and then produce rigorous, ethical and accurate 
journalism: for a series of platforms; and in different genres; harnessing social media, as 
a marketing tool.   

5. Critique, analyse and evaluate your own academic and journalistic output, demonstrating 
self-awareness as a self-critical reflective practitioner, capable of working autonomously 
in journalism or one of the related industries. 

6. Harness and critically evaluate the knowledge attained of transnational governance; 
institutions and companies to produced deeper, more joined-up journalism and 
academic work. 

7. Undertake an independent research project with a high degree of autonomy and self-
management. 

 

PSRB details 
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Learning and Teaching  

You will learn to become effective researchers and communicators, ready to deliver in the 
media industry and the wider creative industries. You will learn to research and produce news, 
features, commentaries and editorials for several platforms, making social media integral to 
these processes. You will produce for a variety of audiences, from the local to the global, with a 
sound knowledge of national and transnational governance, finance and multinational 
corporations, to help you deliver your work with confidence. We will also make you fully aware 
of and can respond to the rapid changes in the industry and you will analyse your industry in 
oral presentations, essays and dissertations. 

Assessment  

The course is fully compliant with University regulations for assessment, mitigation, appeals and 
complaints. The assessment strategy is designed to provide students with the knowledge and 
skills that are required in a professional environment. This will be achieved by formative and 
summative assessment. 
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Assessment Map 

 

Unit Code  Weeks 

 C/
O 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15* 

SEMESTER 1            

MED030-6 
 

C 30% 
CW-Ess / 
CW-LR 

        70% 
 

CW-Ess 

MED001-6 
 

C     15% 
CW-
RW 

25% 
PR-
Oral 

  60% 
CW-Port 

 

SEMESTER 2             

MED026-6 
 

C  25% 
PR-
Oral 

       75% 
 

CW-Port 

MED002-6 
 

C   15% 
CW-
RW 

25% 
PR-
Oral 

    60% 
CW-Port 

 

SEMESTER 3            

MED000-6 
 

C         20% 
CW-

JOUR 
 

80% 
PJ – 
DISS 

Or 
 CW-
PORT 
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Developing your employability 

We will help you find your feet in the media industry. Alumni will share good and bad practice 
and help you network. Lecturers will draw on their anecdotal experience, encouraging good 
working practices and localising bad ones. Professionals from the industry will watch you 
work, advise you on improvements, give you tips on getting into the industry and guest lecture. 
Trips are made to relevant organisations, such as international news agencies, the UK 
Parliament, and the EU Parliament. 
You will have opportunities to work on the university community radio station, RadioLab, write 
and edit and for the student newspaper and follow alumni in attaining work experience with 
local media, such as the Bedfordshire on Sunday newspaper group and BBC Three Counties 
Radio, as well as opportunities in nearby London. The transferable and relevant skills which 
you will acquire remain in demand in the related fields of publishing; copywriting, public 
relations work; in-house press office positions; teaching; sports journalism; media research; 
digital media production and academia. 
Students also have access to the RiMAP seminars delivered by external industry and 
academic speakers, and they are invited to alumni talks delivered by former students of the 
degree who are now working in the industry. 

After Graduation  

The qualification will be of value to anyone seeking to work as regional or national reporters, 
political, economic and foreign correspondents. In terms of journalism’s related industries, the 
qualification would be of value to those seeking work as political researchers for Members of 
Parliament, media regulators, related lobby groups and the creative industries more broadly. 
The project work on the course provides an opportunity to make contacts and develop 
specialist knowledge of specific areas of the media and regulation. 
Typical areas that media graduates could expect to find work include broadcasting, journalism, 
arts or media administration, governmental regulation of the media and lobbying of 
governments on behalf of the media, research, marketing, sales and advertising, design, and 
writing. Students who graduate from this MA course will be qualified to apply for further study 
at MPhil and PhD research degree level. PhD opportunities are likely to only be available to 
those who produce an academic dissertation for the final project – as opposed to a practical 
journalism portfolio.  
 
Recent MA International Journalism graduates have worked for: 

 Reuters news agency, as reporters;  

 as writers for business-to-business technology publications;  

 as a contents marketing manager for a multinational car manufacturer;  

 as a policy development co-ordinator for the Labour Party, having worked directly on 
the campaign to elect former Labour leader, Ed Milliband;  

 Head of Communications at a University Hospital Foundation Trust.  
 

Additional Information 

 

Student Support during the course 

Students can get unit specific support from the relevant Unit Co-ordinators, and for course 
specific advice contact their Course Co-ordinator. For the independent learning unit (final 
project), students have their own individual supervisor who they will see regularly.   Students 
with specific study or general problems will be referred to PAD in the learning resources centre 
or the Student Information Desk (SID).  General details on university level student support can 
be found at: http://www.beds.ac.uk/studentlife/student-support.  
 

http://www.beds.ac.uk/studentlife/student-support
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At any time, 24 hours a day, throughout your course, you will have access to online support 
through both www.beds.ac.uk and via the BREO Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) 
https://breo.beds.ac.uk/webapps/login/  
 
Students may be required, at the discretion of the Course Co-ordinator, to undergo diagnostic 
testing for academic English language abilities, and may further be required, at the Course 
Co-ordinator’s discretion, to participate in academic English support workshops or classes laid 
on by the University. 
For more general academic advice or particularly about possibilities for developing their 
independent research further research they should speak to the Portfolio Leader for 
postgraduate courses in the School. 
 

Course Equality Impact Assessment 

Question Y/N Anticipatory adjustments/actions 

The promotion of the course is open and 
inclusive in terms of language, images and 
location? 

Y  

Are there any aspects of the curriculum that 
might present difficulties for disabled students?  
For example, skills and practical tests, use of 
equipment, use of e-learning, placements, field 
trips etc.   

N 
If so indicate the anticipatory adjustments 
and arrangements here 

Are there any elements of the content of the 
course that might have an adverse impact on any 
of the other groups with protected 
characteristics1?   

N 
If so then indicate the anticipatory 
adjustments and arrangements here 

If the admission process involves interviews, 
performances or portfolios indicate how you 
demonstrate fairness and avoid practices that 
could lead to unlawful discrimination? 

Y 

Candidates are asked to submit a portfolio 
of journalism work. This is designed to 
establish there ability to write and research 
and most of all their level of commitment to 
what is a demanding course. The 
publication of or intention to publish articles 
in publications outside of the UK is not an 
obstacle to admission.  

Candidates are also interviewed on Skype 
and again what is assessed is their 
suitability for the course. Cultural diversity is 
actively encouraged, and sought, as 
reflected, for example, in the Journalism 
Practices Around the World unit.  

Confirm that you have considered that the course 
learning outcomes and Graduate Impact 
Statements are framed in a non-discriminatory 
way. 

Y  

Confirm that the course handbook makes 
appropriate reference to the support of disabled 
students. 

Y  

                                                 
1 Age, Gender reassignment, Marriage and civil partnership, Pregnancy and maternity, Race, Religion 

and belief, Sex, Sexual orientation 

http://www.beds.ac.uk/
https://breo.beds.ac.uk/webapps/login/
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Administrative Information – Faculty completion 

Faculty Creative Arts, Technologies and Science 

Portfolio PG School of Culture and Communications 

Department/School School of Culture and Communications 

Course Coordinator Dr Paul Rowinski 

Trimester pattern of operation Oct (Trimester 1), Feb (Trimester 2) 

PSRB renewal date (where 
recognised) 

 

Version number 2/17 

Approved by (c.f. Quality 
Handbook ch.2) 

e.g. Approval Panel/University Validation Panel 

Date of approval (dd/mm/yyyy)  

Implementation start-date of this 
version (plus any identified end-
date) 

yyyy/yyyy 

Study model type (e.g. study 
centre) 

 

 
Form completed by: 
 
Name: Paul Rowinski…………………… Date: 13 February 2017………………………. 
 
 
Authorisation on behalf of the Faculty Teaching Quality and Standards Committee 
(FTQSC) 
 
 
Chair: …………………………………………………………  Date: 
…..……………………………………. 
 

Course Updates 

Date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

Nature of Update FTQSC Minute Ref: 
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Administrative Information – Academic Registry completion 

Route code (post approval)  

JACS / HECoS code (KIS)  

SLC code (post approval)  

Qualification aim (based on HESA 
coding framework) 
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Annexes to the Course Information Form 
 
These annexes will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics 
are the target audience. 
 
General course information 
 

Course Title MA International Journalism 

Qualification MA 

Route Code (SITS)  

Faculty CATS 

Department/School/Division School of Culture and Communications 

Version Number 2/17 
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Annex A: Course mapping of unit learning outcomes to course 
learning outcomes 
 

Unit code MED000-
6 

MED001-
6 

MED002-
6 

MED030-
6 

MED026-
6 

            

Level 7 7 7 7 7             

Credits 60 30 30 15 30             

Core or 
option 

Core Core Core Core Core             

Course 
Learning 
Outcome 
(number) 

Insert LO1 and/or LO2 for each unit into cell corresponding to the course learning 
outcome 

1 LO1   LO2 LO1             
2  LO1 LO1               
3  LO1 LO1 LO1 LO2             
4  LO2 LO2               
5  LO2 LO2               
6  LO2 LO2               
7 LO2                 
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Annex B: Named exit or target intermediate qualifications  
 
This annex should be used when Schools wish to offer intermediate qualifications which sit 
under the main course qualification as named exit or target awards, rather than unnamed 
exit/default awards. 
 
 
Section 1: General course information 
 

Intermediate  
Qualification(s) and titles PG Diploma International Journalism 

Mode(s) of Study and 
Duration 

Indicate whether each intermediate qualification will be offered full 
time, part time or both, and the standard amount of time a student 
will take to complete each target qualification.  

Type of Intermediate 
Qualification(s) 

Named exit award. 
 

Route Code(s) (SITS) of 
Intermediate 
Qualification(s) 

 

 
Section 2: Qualification unit diet 
 
One table to be used for each intermediate qualification 
 

 
Confirmation of unit diet for:  
 

PG Diploma International Journalism 

The units to achieve the credits required may be taken from any on the overall diet for 
the main course qualification 

 

A combination of units from a restricted list must be taken to achieve the credits 
required (specify the list below) 

 

A specific set of units must be taken to achieve the credits required (specify units 
below) 

 

 

List of units (if applicable):- 
MED001-6 The Global reporter 
MED002-6 Journalism Practice around the World 
MED030-6 Research methods 
MED026-6 Media and International Development 
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Section 3: Course structure and learning outcomes 
 
One table to be used for each intermediate qualification 
 

 
Intermediate qualification and title 
 

 
PG Diploma International Journalism 

 
The Units which make up this course are: 

Contributing towards the learning outcomes  
Insert LO1 and/or LO2 for each unit into cell 

corresponding to the course learning outcome 

Unit 
Code 

Level  Credits Unit Name Core 
or 
option 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

MED001-6 7 30 The Global reporter C  LO1 LO1 LO2 LO2 LO2     
MED002-6 7 30 Journalistic Practice around the World C  LO1 LO1 LO2 LO2 LO2     
MED030-6 7 30 Research methods C LO2  LO1        
MED026-6 7 30 Media and International Development C LO1  LO2        
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Annex C: Course mapping to FHEQ level descriptor, subject benchmark(s) and professional body or 
other external reference points 
 
One set of mapping tables to be produced for the course and each named intermediate qualification 
 

Course (or intermediate) qualification and title  

 

MA International Journalism 

 

FHEQ Descriptor for a higher 
education qualification  

 
FHEQ Level 7 thresholds 

Course Learning Outcome(s) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7   
Systematic understanding of knowledge X X   X X    
Critical awareness of current problems  X X X X X    
Comprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to their own research X  X       
Originality in the application of knowledge X   X X     
Practical understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are 
used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline 

X    X X X   

Ability to evaluate critically current research and advanced scholarship in the 
discipline 

X X    X    

Deal with complex issues both systematically and creatively, make sound judgements 
in the absence of complete data, and communicate one’s own conclusions clearly to 
specialist and non-specialist audiences 

 X X X X X    

Demonstrate self-direction and originality in tackling and solving problems       X   

          

 

Subject Benchmark Statement(s) 
 
QAA Subject benchmark in Communication, 
media, film and cultural studies 

Evidence and/or Course Learning Outcome(s) 

How the course takes account of relevant subject 
benchmark statements 

There is no subject benchmark statement for International Journalism at Masters level. The 
QAA Subject benchmark statement for degree level courses in Communication, media, film 
and cultural studies states: 
 
As fields of study, communication, media, film and cultural studies are distinguished by their 
focus on cultural and communicative activities as central forces in shaping everyday social 
and psychological life, as well as senses of identity in the organisation of economic and 
political activity; in the construction of public culture; in the creation of new expressive forms; 

The 180 credits for the MA International Journalism 
comprise a curriculum from which students graduating 
will have achieved at a postgraduate level the following 
Learning Outcomes: 

 Demonstrate systematic knowledge and 
understanding of a range of key issues in the 
media discipline underpinned by skills in 
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and as the basis for a range of professional practices. research, creativity, analysis and evaluation. 

 Debate, analyse, evaluate and critique a series 
of theoretical and intellectual debates relating 
to the role and effectiveness of journalism and 
harness this analysis in formulating a more 
effective synthesis of ideas and arguments in 
your journalistic and academic work. 

 Analyse and critically evaluate your journalistic 
work (and that of others) and harness this 
analysis in informing a more effective 
synthesis of ideas and arguments in your 
academic work. 

 Critically engage with, analyse and then 
produce rigorous, ethical and accurate 
journalism: for a series of platforms; and in 
different genres; harnessing social media, as a 
marketing tool.   

 Critique, analyse and evaluate your own 
academic and journalistic output, 
demonstrating self-awareness as a self-critical 
reflective practitioner, capable of working 
autonomously in journalism or one of the 
related industries. 

 Harness and critically evaluate the knowledge 
attained of transnational governance; 
institutions and companies to produced 
deeper, more joined-up journalism and 
academic work. 

 Undertake an independent research project 
with a high degree of autonomy and self-
management. 

  

  

 
The format of the following mapping tables may be adjusted. 
 

Qualification Characteristic 

 

 
(insert title and year where appropriate) 

Evidence 

How the course takes account of relevant 
qualification characteristics documents 
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Professional body or other external 
reference points        

 
(insert title and year) 

Evidence 

How the course takes account of Professional 
body or other external reference points        

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Course (or intermediate) qualification and title  

 

PG Diploma International Journalism 

 

FHEQ Descriptor for a higher 
 
FHEQ Level 7 thresholds 

Course Learning Outcome(s) 
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education qualification  1 2 3 4 5 6 7   

Systematic understanding of knowledge X X   X X    
Critical awareness of current problems  X X X X X    
Comprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to their own research X  X       
Originality in the application of knowledge X   X X     
Practical understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are 
used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline 

X    X X    

Ability to evaluate critically current research and advanced scholarship in the 
discipline 

X X    X    

Deal with complex issues both systematically and creatively, make sound judgements 
in the absence of complete data, and communicate one’s own conclusions clearly to 
specialist and non-specialist audiences 

 X X X X X    

          

          

 

Subject Benchmark Statement(s) 
 
QAA Subject benchmark in Communication, 
media, film and cultural studies 

Evidence and/or Course Learning Outcome(s) 

How the course takes account of relevant subject 
benchmark statements 

There is no subject benchmark statement for International Journalism at Masters level. The 
QAA Subject benchmark statement for degree level courses in Communication, media, film 
and cultural studies states: 
 
As fields of study, communication, media, film and cultural studies are distinguished by their 
focus on cultural and communicative activities as central forces in shaping everyday social 
and psychological life, as well as senses of identity in the organisation of economic and 
political activity; in the construction of public culture; in the creation of new expressive forms; 
and as the basis for a range of professional practices. 

The 120 credits for the PG Diploma in International 
Journalism comprise a curriculum from which students 
graduating will have achieved at a postgraduate level 
the following Learning Outcomes: 

 Demonstrate systematic knowledge and 
understanding of a range of key issues in the 
media discipline underpinned by skills in 
research, creativity, analysis and evaluation. 

 Debate, analyse, evaluate and critique a series 
of theoretical and intellectual debates relating 
to the role and effectiveness of journalism and 
harness this analysis in formulating a more 
effective synthesis of ideas and arguments in 
your journalistic and academic work. 

 Analyse and critically evaluate your journalistic 
work (and that of others) and harness this 
analysis in informing a more effective 
synthesis of ideas and arguments in your 
academic work. 
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 Critically engage with, analyse and then 
produce rigorous, ethical and accurate 
journalism: for a series of platforms; and in 
different genres; harnessing social media, as a 
marketing tool.   

 Critique, analyse and evaluate your own 
academic and journalistic output, 
demonstrating self-awareness as a self-critical 
reflective practitioner, capable of working 
autonomously in journalism or one of the 
related industries. 

 Harness and critically evaluate the knowledge 
attained of transnational governance; 
institutions and companies to produced 
deeper, more joined-up journalism and 
academic work. 

  

 
The format of the following mapping tables may be adjusted. 
 

Qualification Characteristic 

 

 
(insert title and year where appropriate) 

Evidence 

How the course takes account of relevant 
qualification characteristics documents 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Professional body or other external 
reference points        

 
(insert title and year) 

Evidence 

How the course takes account of Professional 
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body or other external reference points        

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 


