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Course Information Form (CIF) 
 

The CIF provides core information to students, staff teams and others on a particular course of 
study. 
 

Section 1 - General Course Information 

Course Title MA Documentary 

Qualification  Masters 

Intermediate Qualification(s)  

Awarding Institution University of Bedfordshire 

Location of Delivery AA  

Mode(s) of Study and Duration  One year full time, two years part time 

Core Teaching Pattern Teaching Pattern 3 (12-month Masters) 

FHEQ Level 

FHEQ Level 7 as defined by:- 

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/qualifications-
frameworks.pdf 

Professional, Statutory or 
Regulatory Body (PSRB) 
accreditation or endorsement 

 

PSRB Renewal Date  

University of Bedfordshire 
Employability accreditation 

 

Route Code (SITS) MADOCAAF 

Subject Community Media 

UCAS Course Code  

Relevant External 
Benchmarking 

QAA Subject Benchmark Statement: Communication, Media, Film and 

Cultural Studies (2008) 

The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-
Awarding Bodies - October 2014 - FHEQ Level Descriptor (Master’s) 

 

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/qualifications-frameworks.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/qualifications-frameworks.pdf
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Section 2 - Published Information 
As part of this Masters Degree, you will produce a major, practical documentary project informed by 
contemporary debates and historical perspectives. You will gain the practical skills to do this with a firm 
grounding in digital video production and the exploration of photography and multimedia through access to 
industry-standard equipment. 
 
All stages of documentary production are covered within the course from the initial proposal to the final edit. 
You will learn how to research and write the documentary and how to create and film and edit it. You will 
also be able to choose from video, photography and multimedia technologies to realise your ideas and 
discover new and unique features of each medium. 
 
Although there is a strong practical element, the course is underpinned by an awareness of the political, 
legal, moral and ethical issues that inform contemporary production and exhibition. You will also explore the 
role of fact-based production within the context of continuous and often rapid technological evolution. 

 

Course Structure  

The Units which make up the course are: 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name Core or option 

MED515-6 M       45 Documentary Practice C 

MED516-6 M       15 Stills and Movies C 

MED517-6 M       15 Production Research C 

MED006-6 M       15 Practical Post Production and Digital Effects C 

MED024-6 M       30 Documentary Project A C 

MED025-6 M       60 Documentary Project B C 

Why study this course 

This MA Documentary offers you the opportunity to study documentary at postgraduate level.  The units 
provide a solid foundation in theory and practice that allow you to explore a wide range of storytelling 
strategies related to the representation of reality. 
 
The course will provide you with the knowledge and skills to pitch ideas, write proposals, identify sources of 
funding and find appropriate avenues of distribution and exhibition of your work. 
 
It will also expose you to contemporary production practices through workshops from industry practitioners 
and attendance at international festivals. 
 
You will be encouraged to think of new and innovative ways of re-imagining documentary practice. 
 

Course Summary – Educational Aims  

The aims of this course, is to allow you to be able to:- 
 

1. Demonstrate in writing and other forms a depth of knowledge and a systematic understanding of a 
range of key issues around the representation of reality for documentary practices. 

 
2. Autonomously analyse and interrogate a range of historical and contemporary influences on your 

documentary practice. 
 

3. Undertake and produce original research to develop your ideas and identify potential income and 
distribution possibilities 

 
4. Function as an effective autonomous learner and create original responses to creative material 

 
5. Have an extensive understanding and be able to independently evaluate the essential links between 

the history and theory of documentary practice. 
 

6. Demonstrate an advanced ability to realise your ideas through the use of appropriate production 
equipment and structure ideas in an informed and suitable form 
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Entry requirements 

Standard: 
http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/ukugentryreqs 
http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/eu/guides 
http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/international/apply 
 
Additional: 
 
Applicants should have a first degree in the area of arts, humanities or social science; or significant media 
industry experience.  
 
All applicants must provide a two-page proposal for a documentary they would like to make and provide 
evidence of an ability to use images to tell stories via a show reel. 

 

PSRB details 

n/a 

Graduate Impact Statements 

The course has been designed to develop graduates who are able to: 

 Critically evaluate the methods and theories that underpin scholarly film analysis, and apply this 
understanding to autonomous analysis of specific examples of Documentary film 

 Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of digital film production and processes  

 Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of patterns of distribution. 

 

Higher Education Achievement Report - Additional Information 

n/a 

Learning and Teaching  

The course is focussed on developing committed film practitioners with a strong voice. The structure is one 
of lectures, seminars and workshops with practice based and theory lecturers as well as a range of industry 
practitioners. MA Documentary affords a space for practitioners to develop their research, storytelling and 
film production skills within a supportive creative environment. 

Developing your employability 

MA Documentary provides the opportunity for the committed student to engage with a range of industry 
relevant events, this includes professional practice seminars, developing documentary ideas into workable 
projects and visits to international festivals such as IDFA, British Shorts Berlin and Sheffield International 
documentary festival. 

Department (s) 

Media Arts and Production. 

http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/departments/map 

Assessment  

Assessment is an integral part of your learning. Your assessments will follow the pattern of teaching and 
learning. As you complete each stage of your production we will give you feedback and give you advice on 
how to further develop and improve your work so that you can take it to the next stage. We will assess both 
the processes you use to produce work and the quality of the final production. The media industry expects 
high quality work completed to absolutely fixed distribution deadlines. We will reflect this in our assessment 
of your work and so whilst the way in which you work is important, ultimately it is the quality of what you 
produce that will be the main influence on your grade. 

http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/ukugentryreqs
http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/eu/guides
http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/international/apply
http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/departments/map
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The theoretical aspects of the course will be assessed through essays,. This will prepare you for writing a 
dissertation for your final project if you wish. 
 
As the course progresses we will move from well-defined conventional production briefs to more open-ended 
challenging briefs that require you to generate new ideas and new ways of working. You may also be 
required to research the availability of new production tools and apply them to your work. 
 
We will always expect your production work to be contextualised. You will normally be required to submit a 
written evaluation of your production work along with some reflection on its strengths and weaknesses. You 
will also be required to relate your work to current genres and practices. 

 

After Graduation  

Students who graduate from this MA Course will be qualified to apply for MPhil and PhD research degrees.  
Students graduating from this degree have also entered the film industry as editors, filmmakers, production 
crew and set up their own production companies. 

Student Support during the course 

The Course Co-ordinator, with administrative support, manages the Media MA courses.  Each unit has a unit 
tutor.   Students can get general academic advice from the Course Co-ordinator and unit specific support 
from the relevant unit tutor.   For the two projects, which together constitute 50% of the course, you will have 
your own individual tutor who you will see regularly.    
 
At any time, 24 hours a day, throughout your course, you will also have access to online support through 
both www.beds.ac.uk and via the BREO Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). Furthermore, those with 
specific study or general problems will be referred to the Student Information Desk.  General details on 
university level student support can be found at: http://www.beds.ac.uk/studentlife/support. 
 
BREO, student appointments and personal academic tutors 
BREO (the University’s Blackboard based Virtual Learning Environment - VLE) provides a great deal of help 
and back-up material such as lecture notes and additional background information on all units. You can also 
get in touch with lecturers and tutors vie e-mail. BREO also provides a certain amount of distance learning, 
revision material and formative assessments, as well as containing all the administrative material needed 
such as the unit handbook and regular announcements.  
 
In addition all unit co-ordinators have set office hours during the teaching term, which you may book an 
appointment to discuss academic issues arising from a unit. Each of you will be allocated a personal 
academic tutor to provide a spectrum of support ranging from assisting in the induction process to personal 
development planning.  
 
Your feedback is monitored through the student course representatives at the course committee meetings 
and through USP questionnaires. 
 
Language Proficiency 

You will be expected to have the requisite English language entry qualification and have presented a 
portfolio of media work, prior to starting, demonstrating your aptitude and suitability for this degree. However 
some of you may nevertheless still require extra support in your use of the English language to meet the 
demands of a course in which language and communication play a central role. Likewise, it is University of 
Bedfordshire policy that all international students attend writing support as part of their curriculum. 

 

Students with disabilities 

The University of Bedfordshire is committed to ensuring that curricula across all courses are inclusive to all 
students. The Disability Advice Team is available to discuss any issues you may have and can provide 
services such as sign language interpreters, note takers, dyslexia screening/tuition and support with mobility 
on campus. They offer confidential advice and information about academic and personal issues, 
adjustments in examinations, applying for the Disabled Students' Allowances (DSA) and buying suitable 
equipment.  

http://www.beds.ac.uk/
http://www.beds.ac.uk/studentlife/support
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However, you should be aware that there might be some issues for students with disabilities trying to gain 
effective access to key curricular activities on this course. For example, if you have mobility disabilities, you 
might have difficulty in gaining access to the lighting rigs and some location shoots (which can be discussed 
on an individual and confidential basis). There might also be severely restricted access to the 
cinematography and visual effects elements of the curriculum if you have profound visual impairment (which 
again can be discussed on an individual and confidential basis). There might also be some difficulties 
accessing the sound design elements of the curriculum if you have hearing impairments (which can also be 
discussed on an individual basis).  
 
If you are concerned that your studies may be affected by disability you are encouraged to contact your 
Course Co-ordinator for advice at whatever point in your course the need to do so becomes apparent. 
Likewise, advice on the nature of specific disabilities and the reasonable adjustments which can be made to 
accommodate disabled students is also available from the Disability Advice Team - see 
http://www.beds.ac.uk/studentlife/support/disabilities and from the Disabilities BREO site. 

 

http://www.beds.ac.uk/studentlife/support/disabilities
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Assessment Map (Assessment = A, Feedback = F) 

Unit 
Code 

 Weeks 

 C/O 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

MED 515-6 C     A   F  A   F          A  F 

MED516-6 C  A   F    A   F              

MED517-6 C                 A   F      

MED006-6 C   A   F    A   F             

MED024-6 C                         A 

MED025-6 C                          

 

Unit 
Code 

 Weeks 

 C/O 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 

MED 515-6 C                          

MED516-6 C                          

MED517-6 C                          

MED006-6 C                          

MED024-6 C                          

MED025-6 C                         A 
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Section 3 - Academic Information 
This section will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics are the target 
audience. 

Course Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to: 
 
1. Demonstrate in writing and other forms a depth of knowledge and a systematic understanding of a 

range of key issues around the representation of reality for documentary practices. 
 

2. Autonomously analyse and interrogate a range of historical and contemporary influences on your 
documentary practice. 

 
3. Undertake and produce original research to develop your ideas and identify potential income and 

distribution possibilities 
 

4. Function as an effective autonomous learner and create original responses to creative material 
 

5. Have an extensive understanding and be able to independently evaluate the essential links between 
the history and theory of documentary practice. 

 
6. Demonstrate an advanced ability to realise your ideas through the use of appropriate production 

equipment and structure ideas in an informed and suitable form 

 

Course-specific regulations 

 

Teaching, Learning and Assessment 

The MA Documentary contains specialist modules to allow you to prepare for your projects and enable you 
to develop as reflective practitioners. You will work on individual academic and research projects whilst 
developing group and individual productions. 
 
We encourage you as MA students to attend our research seminars, which feature internal and external 
guest speakers.  You will also benefit from exploring a wide range of materials and sources, drawn from a 
range of academic and non-academic contexts. Progression throughout the year will lead to an increasing 
emphasis on your self-direction and self-responsibility in the educational strategies deployed. 
 
 On a regular basis, a balanced selection of teaching and learning techniques will include: 

 lectures 

 workshops 

 seminars 

 tutorials 

 group work 

 peer assessment 

  
You will also be provided with training in presentation skills throughout the course during seminars and 
workshops. 
 
The course supports meaningful learning through a curriculum that is intellectually challenging and of 
practical relevance to those of you seeking a future career in media and the related industries. The course is 
designed to encourage a reflective, student-centred approach to learning. In a rapidly changing industry, the 
course will be challenging in introducing new ideas and concepts. 
 
You will be active in your learning through interaction in lectures, seminars, tutorials, workshops and 
assessments. You will be encouraged to be reflective in your learning by seeking to integrate the academic 
content of the different units on the course and reflecting on the implications of media on society. You are 
encouraged to interact with the research active teaching team.  
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Your face-to-face learning with your course tutors and fellow students will be supported and extended by a 
rich range of learning resources available in the Learning Resources Centre and online through the 
University of Bedfordshire Virtual Learning Environment (BREO). All units on the degree have a BREO site 
containing: announcements/notices; powerpoint presentations; lecture notes; unit and assessment 
documents and details; and assessment feedback. The BREO sites for each unit will also contain other 
support material to aid understanding of the course material. This allows it to act as a “gateway” to other 
web-based resources. Links are provided to websites containing information such as: similar lecture 
material; web sites referred to during the course; self-learning/assessment sites on the internet; practice-
related journal articles; data gateways etc. 
 
The lectures, seminars, tutorials and practical sessions for full-time students will take place at the 
University’s Park Square campus.  

 

Additional Academic Information 
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Peer-assisted learning (PAL) 
 

 

Initial Assessment 

MED515-6 Stills and Movies: Presentation, contextual analysis (week 7). 
 
Throughout the course you will be provided with written feedback, which you are encouraged to retain and 
file. In the last semester you will be doing project based work for which you will have regular contact with a 
supervisor, who will advise you on your progress and for which you will keep a research diary recording your 
progress. 

 

Improving students’ learning 

 
The MA course is designed to allow you to build on the knowledge and competencies developed in the units 
in the first two semesters, moving on to the independent and self-designed learning processes that the 
research project enables.  The individual tutorial contact provided during the project work means that 
teaching is focused on individual needs and abilities. 
 
On this journey, you will be encouraged to become self-aware, critical reflective practitioners.  A series of 
teaching methods and assessments which will instil an autonomous approach to learning, expected of you at 
master’s level.  The individual tutorial contact provided during the Project work means that teaching is 
focused on individual needs and abilities. 

 
You will be encouraged to identify your strengths, interests and development needs in relation to the 
practices and conventions of both documentary film making and that of scholarship and research. You will 
have opportunities throughout the course to meet professionals from the industry where you can start to 
develop further ideas for your career, whether it be as a freelance person or as someone seeking 
employment. 

 

Academic Integrity 

All unit guides explain referencing and expect it to be applied throughout students’ work. Documentary 
Practice will expect a high standard of referencing and appropriate use of sources, as well as research 
methodology for research. This is an essential element of ethical and professional academic practice which 
will be useful to you throughout the course and beyond. 

HEAR implementation 

n/a 

Internationalisation 

The course has an international mix of students and throughout its duration you will engage with, explore 
and discuss a range of approaches to the representation of reality via practical assignments and reflective 
written work. You will also have the opportunity to attend international film festivals. 

Sustainability 
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Section 4 - Administrative Information 
This section will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics are the target 
audience. 

Faculty 
Creative Arts Technologies and Science 
 

Portfolio 
Postgraduate Media Arts and Production 
 

Department/School/Division 
Media Arts and Production 
 

Course Coordinator David Green 

Version Number 1/15 

Approved by (cf Quality Handbook ch.2) TQSC 

Date of approval (dd/mm/yyyy) 13/04/2015 

Implementation start-date of this version 
(plus any identified end-date) 

2015-16 

 
 
Form completed by: 
 
Name: David Green Date: 31st July 2015 
 
 
Authorisation on behalf of the Faculty Teaching Quality and Standards Committee (FTQSC) 
 
 
 
Chair: …………………………………………………………  Date: …..……………………………………. 
 
 
 

 

Course Updates 

Date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

Nature of Update FTQSC Minute Ref: 

   

   

   

   


