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 Course Information Form 
 
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course 

General Course Information 

 

Course Title 
Radio & Audio 

Radio & Audio (with Professional Practice Year) 

Qualification  BA (Hons) 

FHEQ Level 6 

Intermediate Qualification(s)  

Awarding Institution University of Bedfordshire 

Location of Delivery AA University Square Campus (Luton) 

Mode(s) of Study and 
Duration  

Full Time over 3 years 

Full-time with professional Practice Year over 4 years 

Professional, Statutory or 
Regulatory Body (PSRB) 
accreditation or endorsement 

N/A. 

UCAS Course Code   

External Benchmarking 

QAA Subject Benchmark Statement for Communication, Film, 
Media and Cultural Studies (October 2016). 

QAA The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of 
UK Degree-Awarding Bodies (2015) level descriptors 4,5 & 6. 

Entry Month(s) September 

Why study this course 

This course will provide you with the practical and academic skills needed to produce creative 
audio and broadcast radio programme content.  It also opens up opportunities to work in 
broadcast technical and managerial roles, providing you with a broad knowledge of industry 
practice and regulation along with a diverse range of operational skills.  Many of these skills, 
particularly in relation to programme planning and content development, are of a highly flexible 
and transferable nature and can also be helpful for students who decide to pursue other media 
and related career paths. 
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Educational Aims  

The aim of the course is to enable you to become an effective audio content producer.  You will 
look critically at aspects of audio media (radio, multi-platform audio, programme genres, media 
institutions, web-based delivery technologies and platforms) to understand how they work and 
their role in our lives. You will also learn about the history of broadcast radio as the first 
broadcast medium and be introduced to relevant aspects of its culture and social impacts.  In 
your final year of study, you will also produce a special project, choosing either to create a 
practical piece (or portfolio) of audio programme content, to work in the management of a 
broadcast radio station (such as RadioLaB 97.3 FM), or to write a dissertation on an aspect of 
the media that you would like to explore in more depth. 
 
The course aims to produce students with a well-rounded range of professional skills in 
broadcast radio and wider programme audio production as well as an understanding of the way 
in audio media operate and impact on our understanding of the world.  It also aims to produce 
students with good communication and research skills, which are essential in most careers. 
 
In the course of your studies, you will acquire knowledge of social, political and historical 
dimensions of contemporary media forms and institutions.  The course is designed to enable 
you to become an effective media communicator, articulating well-informed opinions and 
analyses in relation to a range of forms of audio media. This will be underpinned by practical 
skills (clear writing and oral communication) and through academic skills of research, synthesis, 
logical argumentation, analytical thinking and persuasive speaking.  We also aim to provide you 
with practical experience of current media institutions and their working methods, always paying 
attention to new directions in the media. 
 
All of this should lead to a well-informed graduate with personal confidence, the ability to work in 
groups, and the ability to express opinions and explain concepts creatively and correctly.  
 
We also want to allow you to develop responsibility for your own learning and an ability to 
initiate research projects, to be able to establish working relationships with others, as well as 
being sufficiently conversant with media industries to be eligible for employment upon leaving 
the course. 

Course Structure  

The Units which make up the course (including the Professional Practice Year as applicable) 
are: 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name 
Core or 
option 

MED004-1 4 30 Understanding Media Core 

MED011-1 4 30 Reporting & Writing Core 

MED030-1 4 30 Radio Skills Core 

MED046-1 4 30 Radio 101 History & Practice Core 

 



CIF 2016 

Course information form (CIF) - 2016 - QAP0164 Page 3 of 22 

MED012-2 5 30 Law, Regulation and Public Administration Option 

MED021-2 5 30 Radio Core 

MED048-2 5 30 Broadcast News Skills Option 

MED057-2 5 30 Preparing for the Audio Workplace Core 

MED058-2 5 30 Radio Structures & Regulation Core 

MED066-2 5 0 Professional Practice Year (subject area 
Culture and Communications) 

Option 

MED013-3 6 30 Radio 24/7 Core 

MED023-3 6 15 Contemporary Practices & Debates In Media Option 

MED049-3 6 60 Special Project Radio Core 

MED052-3 6 15 Routes to Market Option 

MED060-3 6 30 Radio & Audio Documentaries Option 

Course-Specific Regulations 

N/A. 

Entry requirements 

Standard entry requirements 

Additional Course Costs 

Throughout the course, you will be required to purchase small consumable items, such as 
memory cards and equipment batteries for use in practical units.  You will also need a pair of 
semi-professional headphones (not ear-buds) for listening and for digital editing. 

Graduate Impact Statements 

The course has been designed to develop graduates who are able to: 

 apply their advanced understanding of the cultural, social and industrial aspects of 
broadcast radio and wider audio media to contribute content to the creative industries, 
public administration or educational institutions. 

 communicate effectively through a range of audio production methods and programme 
genres, including writing for speech and understanding of music formats, through both 
broadcast and Internet-platform technologies, basing such communication on research 
as well as critical and analytical skills. 

 adapt to different working media and cultural environments and conditions, including 
group work, by staying in tune with the constant developments within media and culture. 
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Course Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of this course students should be able to: 
 

CLO 01: demonstrate a systematic understanding of, and ability to use effectively, a 
range of professional audio and programme production skills to deliver content, 
which reflects the social and cultural contexts within which it is intended to be 
received. 

CLO 02: explain, analyse and critique issues surrounding radio and audio media, 
contextualised within wider media and society, based on relevant research and 
the evaluation of such research, and to formulate their own position clearly both 
orally and in writing. 

CLO 03: draw upon their detailed knowledge and understanding of critical concepts, 
media theories and the limits of current knowledge to reflect upon media 
practice, including their own. 

CLO 04: work independently and also contribute to team work at a number of levels: 
setting group aims allocating roles and responsibilities, working to a common 
purpose, negotiating and problem solving. 

CLO 05: recognise the societal roles of audio media, of how these are affected by 
cultural, political, economic, industrial and ethical contexts, and of historical 
developments within them. 

CLO 06: display professional behaviour towards members of the public, university staff 
and potential employers, as an individual and when contributing to group work. 

 

In order to qualify for the award of BA (Hons) Radio &Audio (with Professional Practice Year) 
students will need to meet all of the outcomes above and: 

 CLO 07: Demonstrate knowledge and analytical understanding of professional practice 
by successfully completing an approved period of approved work place practice. 

 
 

PSRB details 

N/A. 

Learning and Teaching  

The course is delivered by a mixture of lectures, seminars and workshops. 
 
You will already have listened to various broadcast radio and other audio media products, which 
you will be analysing in your studies.  Our teaching approach will help broaden your 
consumption of a wide range of such audio and programme content that will be used to help you 
develop your own professional programming production skills and introduce you to various 
theoretical approaches that underpin such creativity.  This is done in a variety of ways at all 
levels. 
 
In the more theoretically based modules (for example, Understanding Media), visually illustrated 
lectures introduce you to the main theoretical concepts and models used in describing, 
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analysing and criticising the media.  Smaller groups of students in seminars and workshops 
then put these theories and models into practical applications.  This then forms the basis for 
assessment in the form of an essay, exam or presentation. 
 
Throughout all the core units, teaching is based on approaches that include one-hour lectures, 
with complementary demonstration sessions, supported with a group seminar, or workshop 
sessions that include both tutorial and practical elements.  Where you undertake practical audio 
production work, technical support and instruction are given in the form of training and 
demonstration sessions.  Group work is an important element of Radio & Audio assessment, 
because this accurately reflects the way in which the industry works.  In some units you are 
required to work in groups in order to gain an insight into the practical rewards and occasional 
difficulties of such collaboration.  Several units include assessment(s) that involve group work, 
although you will be always be assessed individually on your personal contributions to the 
finished materials. 
 
In the first year of your studies (at Level 4), the course provides a broad foundation, introducing 
you to the various study pathways available for study in subsequent years.  Units at Levels 5 
and 6 build upon this foundation to develop your independent study skills for the special project 
in your final year.  As you assume a greater autonomy and responsibility in your own learning so 
too will you approach your academic studies and practical work with increasing rigour.  In your 
final year of study, the Special Project / Dissertation will give you the opportunity to draw from 
this range of learning experiences with confidence and independence, aided by your supervisor. 
 
Equipped to further develop your interests in academic study or professional training, graduates 
will have a range of sophisticated organisational and creative skills for developing and delivering 
original audio content to a professional standard. 
 

Assessment  

You are assessed in a variety of ways.  The majority of units are assessed through coursework, 
portfolios, essays and presentations or, in a few cases, in-class tests or exams. Presentations 
are usually given and assessed in the context of a group seminar.  The emphasis within 
practical audio production units will be on developing your abilities to produce professional 
quality materials of increasing complexity as your course progresses towards its conclusion and 
using formative assessment alongside graded assignments. 
 
At Level Four (during your First Year), you are assessed on your understanding of the 
fundamental concepts and disciplines that underpin professional broadcast radio and audio 
production.  You are required to comprehend the basic range of intellectual concepts, which 
form the foundations of the subject area, and will be assessed on your ability to articulate such 
concepts in a coherent manner, through a variety of both practical and written assessments.  
For example, you will learn about content genres, audiences, and industrial dimensions of the 
audio and broadcast radio media. 
 
At Level Five, you are assessed on your ability to apply the basic production skills introduced in 
Level Four to the creation of more complex audio content.  You will also develop a broader and 
deeper understanding of the structures and regulations that underpin radio broadcasting and 
audio within wider content regulation.  You will be given the opportunity to begin to put your 
skills to professional use through participation in a work-place learning unit, which will allow you 
to further contextualise your practical skills and theoretical knowledge of audio media. 
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At Level Six you will be required to demonstrate independent thinking and initiative.  This may 
be in the form of analysing and critically appraising audio content or a particular broadcast radio 
institution or policy in an original manner.  In relation to practical production work, you will 
progress from well-defined briefs to more open-ended and challenging assessments, which 
culminate in the delivery of your Special Project where you will be given freedom to choose your 
area of work. 
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Assessment Map 

Unit 
Code 

C 
/ 
O 

SEMESTER ONE SEMESTER TWO 

01-04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 01 - 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 

MED 
004-1 

C 
  CW-

CS 
(40%) 

        CW-
Ess 

(60%) 

            

MED 
011-1 

C 

      EX-CS 
(35%) 

    CW-
Port  

(65%) 

            

MED 
030-1 

C 

               PR-
OT 

(40%) 

       PR-
OT 

(60%) 

MED 
046-1 

C 

             WR-I  
(50%) 

       PR-
OT 

(50%) 

  

MED 
012-2 

O 
    CW-

Ess 
(50%) 

      EX--
PT 

(50%) 

            

MED 
021-2 

C 
                PR-

OT 
(40%) 

      PR-
OT 

(60%) 

MED 
048-2 

O 
 CW-

Ess 
(20%) 

        PR-OT 
(80%) 

             

MED 
057-2 

C 
  CW- 

Port 
(50%) 

        CW-
RW 

(50%) 

            

MED 
058-2 

C 
               CW-

CS 
(40%) 

      PR-
OT 

(60%) 

 

MED 
013-3 

C 
   PR-

OT 
(40%) 

      PR-OT 
(60%) 

             

MED 
023-3 

O 
          WR-I 

(100%) 
             

MED 
052-3 

O 
       WR-I 

(100% 
                

MED 
049-3 

C 

                       PJ-
DIS or 
PJ-Art 
(80%) 
& CW-

RW 
(20%) 

MED 
060-3 

O 
   PR-

OT 
(40%) 

       PR-
OT 

(60%) 
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The assessment grid (above / overleaf) indicates the final hand-in dates; practical summative 
assessments are typically based tasks requiring additional development and inputs by 
students over preceding teaching weeks.  
 
FEEDBACK: formative feedback is given with every formative assignment and summative 
feedback is given within 20 working days of submission for level 4 and 5, and within 15 
working days for level 6.  

Developing your employability 

Employability is understood widely as encompassing knowledge, skills and a professional 
attitude, which your tutors expect you to display in all your units.  All University of Bedfordshire 
courses aim to help you be prepared for the world of work.  The Careers Service is there to 
support you throughout the three years of your study.  Our curriculum gives you skills that are 
valuable for a career in the cultural industries and related fields. 
 
Interaction with practitioners, regular input from the careers service during all levels of your 
study (starting during induction week, concluding during the workshops for the Third Year 
(Level 6) Special project), as well as specifically designed units with the world of work in focus 
(such as Preparing for the Audio Workplace), will help you be ready for the start of your 
professional career. 
 
You will have opportunities to volunteer in the organisation of extra curricular and co-curricular 
events throughout the year, such as conferences, festivals, degree shows, and open days.  
Volunteering at the universities own local Community Radio station, which broadcasts to Luton 
and the surrounding areas as well as world-wide via the Internet, is one example of the extra-
curricular and co-curricular opportunities offered by the university. 
 
Professional Practice Year 
Students who register for the degree with professional practice year will additionally attend a 
series of workshops and activities related to securing a suitable placement and compulsory 
briefings at the end of year two in order to ensure that all legal requirements for health and 
safety, safeguarding etc. training have been met. This will be explained more fully in your 
professional practice handbook once you have registered with the Careers and Employability 
Service’s Student Development and Awards Team in your first year.  If you will be working 
with children and / or vulnerable people you will be required to have a DBS check and 
undertake Safeguarding and "Prevent" training. 

After Graduation  

The critical, analytical and practical skills of this degree will prepare you for a range of careers. 
The most common destination will be in areas of audio production, for example in commercial 
production houses, or within broadcast radio.  Roles can include those of researcher, 
presenter, broadcast assistant, technical operator, studio manager or producer.  Involvement 
may be in areas such as commercial production, branding, music, as well as cultural or 
specialist programme production.  However, graduates may also also opt for freelance roles in 
audio creation for online and web-based companies or to develop careers in teaching, 
publishing or public service.   

Some students choose to continue in education and register on taught or research based 
Masters courses in media or business management. Students may also consider taking our 
MA in Mass Communications. Students can also continue onto PhDs by research, which can 
lead to a career in higher education.  The skill-set provided is also relevant for employment 
abroad. 

Additional Information 
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Student Support during the course 

At institutional level, the university has in place a range of easily accessible support structures 
for new and existing students. 
 
These include SID (Student Information Desk), located in the campus centre, which offers 
confidential advice on all aspects of academic study.  For example, it includes Mitigation, 
which deals with decisions regarding special circumstances that might require extensions for 
your assessments. 
 
The Desk also provides information about other areas of university-wide student support 
include: housing, health, counselling, study support, special needs and disability advice, as 
well as the careers service.  PAD (Personal Academic Development) provides workshops and 
one to one support for academic skills. 
 
The university chaplaincy runs regular meetings, social events and trips. The Student Union 
provides additional support and activities. 
 
Course specific support is also in place. First year students receive a comprehensive induction 
in the week prior to the commencement of the academic year.  In addition to this, course 
leaders will meet with their student groups to explain course structure and other issues relating 
to the student experience. These introductions will give you outlines of your course and units, 
a description of the ways you will be encouraged to develop your knowledge and skills, and 
signpost resources and materials to assist the process of your learning and success.  An 
important part of this induction is the training to use BREO (Bedfordshire Resources for 
Education Online), the university's Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). 
 
All students at Level 4 will be allocated a personal tutor.  This academic will be responsible of 
monitoring your academic progress throughout your first year and beyond, and will help you 
with any academic or personal issues that might come up.  The personal tutor is your 
consistent point of contact for support and guidance, but may, on occasion, refer you to other 
university staff in relation to specific issues. 
 
Further individual support is provided by lecturers who have regular Office Hours each 
teaching week as well as by the CATS Faculty Office, and the media administration team. 
 
Throughout your course, you will have continuous access to online support through both 
www.beds.ac.uk and via the BREO VLE.  The VLE provides a range of online resources, and 
should be the first port of call for you in terms of university wide and unit specific 
announcements, as well as unit specific materials.  We recommend that you use BREO 
regularly, and that you regularly check your university email address, which we use to send 
you updates about all aspects of your course that need your attention. 
 
Students may be required, at the discretion of the Course coordinator, to undergo diagnostic 
testing for academic English language abilities, and may further be required, at the Course 
coordinator’s discretion, to participate in academic English support workshops or classes laid 
on by the University. 
 
Our PAL (Peer Assisted Learning) scheme gives additional support to new Level 4, first year, 
students, which is provided by students at Levels 5 and 6. 
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Course Equality Impact Assessment 

Question Y/N Anticipatory adjustments/actions 

The promotion of the course is open and 
inclusive in terms of language, images and 
location? 

Y  

Are there any aspects of the curriculum that 
might present difficulties for disabled students?  
For example, skills and practical tests, use of 
equipment, use of e-learning, placements, field 
trips etc.   

Y 

This programme makes intensive use of 
audio and visual materials and so if you 
have difficulty accessing these you should 
discuss this with the Disability Advice Team 
in conjunction with the course team at the 
outset to ensure that appropriate support is 
in place. 

The University of Bedfordshire is committed 
to ensuring that curricula across all courses 
are inclusive to all students.  The Disability 
Advice Team, which is associated with SID, 
is available to discuss any issues students 
may have and can provide services such as 
sign language interpreters, note takers, 
dyslexia screening/tuition and support with 
mobility on campus. 

Are there any elements of the content of the 
course that might have an adverse impact on any 
of the other groups with protected 
characteristics1?   

N  

If the admission process involves interviews, 
performances or portfolios indicate how you 
demonstrate fairness and avoid practices that 
could lead to unlawful discrimination? 

N/A  

Confirm that you have considered that the course 
learning outcomes and Graduate Impact 
Statements are framed in a non-discriminatory 
way. 

Y  

Confirm that the course handbook makes 
appropriate reference to the support of disabled 
students. 

Y  

 

  

                                                 
1 Age, Gender reassignment, Marriage and civil partnership, Pregnancy and maternity, Race, Religion 

and belief, Sex, Sexual orientation 
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Administrative Information – Faculty completion 

Faculty Creative Arts, Technologies and Science (CATS) 

Portfolio Culture an Communications, Undergraduate 

Department/School School of Culture and Communications 

Course Coordinator Dr Lawrie Hallett 

Trimester pattern of operation Oct starts Sem 1 – Sem 2 

PSRB renewal date (where 
recognised) 

N/A 

Version number 1/18 

Approved by (c.f. Quality 
Handbook ch.2) 

University Course Approval Panel 

Date of approval (dd/mm/yyyy) 23/10/2018 

Implementation start-date of this 
version (plus any identified end-
date) 

2018 / 2019 

Study model type (e.g. study 
centre) 

 

 
Form completed by: 
 
Name:  Dr Lawrie Hallett                                     Date:  11th December 2017 
 
 
Authorisation on behalf of the Faculty Teaching Quality and Standards Committee 
(FTQSC) 
 
 
Chair: …………………………………………………………  
 
 
Date: …..……………………………………. 
 

 

Course Updates 

Date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

Nature of Update FTQSC Minute Ref: 
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Administrative Information – Academic Registry completion 

Route code (post approval)  

JACS / HECoS code (KIS)  

SLC code (post approval)  

Qualification aim (based on HESA 
coding framework) 
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Annexes to the Course Information Form 
 
These annexes will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics 
are the target audience. 
 
General course information 
 

Course Title Radio & Audio 

Qualification BA (Hons) 

Route Code (SITS)  

Faculty Creative Arts, Technologies and Science (CATS) 

Department/School/Division School of Culture and Communications 

Version Number 1/18 
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Annex A: Course mapping of unit learning outcomes to course learning outcomes 
 

Unit code MED 
004-1 

MED 
011-1 

MED 
030-1 

MED 
046-1 

MED 
012-2 

MED 
021-2 

MED 
048-2 

MED 
057-2 

MED 
058-2 

MED 
013-3 

MED 
023-3 

MED 
049-3 

MED  
052-3 

MED 
060-3 

MED 
066-2 

Level 4 4 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 6 6 6 6 6 5 

Credits 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 15 60 15 30 0 

Core or 
option 

C C C C O C O C C C O C O O O 

Course 
Learning 
Outcome 
(number) 

Insert LO1 and/or LO2 for each unit into cell corresponding to the course learning outcome 

CLO 01  LO1 / LO1 /  LO1 / LO1 / LO1/   LO1 /    LO1 /  

  LO2 LO2 LO2 LO2 LO2 LO2 LO2  LO2  LO2 LO2 LO2  

                

CLO 02   LO1 / LO1 LO1 LO1 LO1  LO1 /  LO1 / LO1 / LO1 LO1  

 LO2  LO2      LO2 LO2 LO2 LO2    

                

CLO 03 LO1 /  LO1 /   LO1 LO1 LO1 LO1 / LO1 LO1 /  LO1   

 LO2 LO2 LO2 LO2 LO2    LO2  LO2 LO2  LO2  

                

CLO 04        LO1    LO1 /    

 LO2 LO2 LO2 LO2  LO2 LO2  LO2 LO2 LO2 LO2 LO2 LO2  

                

CLO 05 L01 LO1 LO1 LO1 LO1 / LO1 LO1  LO1 /  LO1 / LO1 LO1 LO1  

     LO2    LO2  LO2     

                

CLO 06        LO1 /        

  LO2 LO2   LO2 LO2 LO2  LO2  LO2 LO2 LO2  

                

CLO 07               LO1 

               LO2 
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Annex B: Named exit or target intermediate qualifications  
 
This annex should be used when Schools wish to offer intermediate qualifications which sit 
under the main course qualification as named exit or target awards, rather than unnamed 
exit/default awards. 
 
 
Section 1: General course information 
 

Intermediate  
Qualification(s) and titles N/A 

Mode(s) of Study and 
Duration N/A 

Type of Intermediate 
Qualification(s) 

N/A 

Route Code(s) (SITS) of 
Intermediate 
Qualification(s) 

N/A. 

 
Section 2: Qualification unit diet 
 
One table to be used for each intermediate qualification 
 

 
Confirmation of unit diet for:  
 

N/A 

The units to achieve the credits required may be taken from any on the overall diet for 
the main course qualification 

 

A combination of units from a restricted list must be taken to achieve the credits 
required (specify the list below) 

 

A specific set of units must be taken to achieve the credits required (specify units 
below) 

 

 

List of units (if applicable):- 
N/A 
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Section 3: Course structure and learning outcomes 
 
One table to be used for each intermediate qualification 
 

 
Intermediate qualification and title 
 

N/A. 

 
The Units which make up this course are: 

Contributing towards the learning outcomes  
Insert LO1 and/or LO2 for each unit into cell 

corresponding to the course learning outcome 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name Core 
or 
option 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
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Annex C: Course mapping to FHEQ level descriptor, subject benchmark(s) and professional body or 
other external reference points 
 
One set of mapping tables to be produced for the course and each named intermediate qualification 
 

Course (or intermediate) qualification and title  

 
BA (Hons) Radio & Audio 

 

FHEQ Descriptor for a higher 
education qualification  

Descriptor for a higher education qualification at 
level 6 on the FHEQ: bachelor's degree with honours 
(Section 4.15 QAA UK Quality Code for Higher 
Education - Part A: Setting and Maintaining 
Academic Standards PART A - The Frameworks for 
Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-
Awarding Bodies (October 2014). 

Course Learning Outcome(s) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Bachelor's degrees with honours are awarded to students who have demonstrated:       

A systematic understanding of key aspects of their field of study, including acquisition of coherent 
and detailed knowledge, at least some of which is at, or informed by, the forefront of defined aspects 
of a discipline 

X    X  

An ability to deploy accurately established techniques of analysis and enquiry within a discipline.  X X    

Conceptual understanding that enables the student : 

 to devise and sustain arguments, and / or to solve problems, using ideas and techniques, 
some of which are at the forefront of a discipline 

 to describe and comment upon particular aspects of current research, or equivalent 
advanced scholarship, in the discipline 

 X X    

An appreciation of the uncertainty, ambiguity and limits of knowledge 
 

  X  X  

The ability to manage their own learning, and to make use of scholarly reviews and primary sources 
(for example, refereed research articles and / or original materials appropriate to the discipline). 

 X  X   
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Typically, holders of the qualification will be able to: 
 

      

Apply the methods and techniques that they have learned to review, consolidate, extend and apply 
their knowledge and understanding, and to initiate and carry out projects. 

X   X   

Critically evaluate arguments, assumptions, abstract concepts and data (that may be incomplete), to 
make judgements, and to frame appropriate questions to achieve a solution - or identify a range of 
solutions - to a problem 

 X X    

Communicate information, ideas, problems and solutions to both specialist and non-specialist 
audiences. 
 

 X  X   

Holders will have: 
 

      

The qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring: 

 the exercise of initiative and personal responsibility 

 decision-making in complex and unpredictable contexts 

 the learning ability needed to undertake appropriate further training of a professional or 
equivalent nature. 

 

  X X  X 
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Subject Benchmark Statement(s) Communication, Media, Film and 
Cultural Studies 
(QAA, October 2016). 

Evidence and/or Course Learning Outcome(s) 

How the course takes account of relevant subject 
benchmark statements 

(4)  Knowledge, understanding and skills: 
(4.2)  Graduates of programmes in these fields demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of some of the following: 
 
Communications, culture and society 
(i)  the roles of communication systems, modes of representations and systems of 
meaning in the ordering of societies 
(ii)  the economic forces that influence and frame the media, film, cultural and 
creative industries, and the role of such industries in contemporary political and 
cultural life 
(iii)  the roles that media, film and cultural institutions play in different societies 
(iv)  the roles of cultural practices and institutions in society 
(v)  particular media forms and genres, and the way in which they organise 
understandings, meanings and affects 
(vi)  the role of changing technology in media production, content manipulation, 
distribution, access and participation. 
(vii)  the diverse modes of reception and use of media technologies and contents 
(viii)  the ways in which participatory access to the central sites of public culture and 
communication is distributed along axes of social division, such as disability, class, 
ethnicity, gender, religion, age, location, nationality, and sexuality 
(ix)  the dynamics of public and everyday discourses in the shaping of culture and 
society 
(x) the ways in which different social groups may make use of cultural texts and 
products in the construction of social and cultural realities, cultural maps and frames 
of reference 
(xi) the role of public and private regulation of the practices and products of media 
and film. 
 

The 360 Credits for the BA (Hons.) in Radio & 
Audio are drawn from the various units that 
comprise this qualification.  Students 
graduating with this BA degree will have 
achieved, at undergraduate level, the ability 
to: 
 
 
CLO 01: demonstrate a systematic understanding of, 

and ability to use effectively, a range of 
professional audio and programme 
production skills to deliver content, which 
reflects the social and cultural contexts within 
which it is intended to be received. 

 
 
CLO 02: explain, analyse and critique issues 

surrounding radio and audio media, 
contextualised within wider media and 
society, based on relevant research and the 
evaluation of such research, and to formulate 
their own position clearly both orally and in 
writing. 

 
 
CLO 03: draw upon their detailed knowledge and 

understanding of critical concepts, media 
theories and the limits of current knowledge 
to reflect upon media practice, including their 
own. 

 
 
CLO 04: work independently and also contribute to 

team work at a number of levels: setting 

Histories 
(4.3)  Graduates of programmes in these fields demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of some of the following: 
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(i)  the contribution of media organisations to the shaping of modernities 
(ii)  the development of media and cultural forms in a local, regional, national, 
international or global context 
(iii)  the social, cultural economic, and political histories from which different media, 
film and cultural institutions, modes of communication, practices and structures have 
emerged 
(iv)  the interconnectedness of texts and contexts, and of the shifting configurations 
of communicative, cultural and aesthetic practices and systems 
(v)  the historical evolution of particular genres, aesthetic traditions and forms, and of 
their current characteristics and possible future developments 
(vi)  the history of communication, film and media technologies, and a recognition of 
the different ways in which the history of, and current developments in, media and 
communication can be understood in relation to technological change 
(vii)  the interrelationships of technological and social change 
(viii)  the development of forms and practices in cultural consumption, including the 
emergence of 'sub-cultures' 
(ix)  the ways in which theories, debates and concepts have evolved in particular 
Historical contexts 
 

group aims allocating roles and 
responsibilities, working to a common 
purpose, negotiating and problem solving. 

 
 
CLO 05: recognise the societal roles of audio media, 

of how these are affected by cultural, political, 
economic, industrial and ethical contexts, and 
of historical developments within them. 

 
 
CLO 06: display professional behaviour towards 

members of the public, university staff and 
potential employers, as an individual and 
when contributing to group work. 

 
 
 
Additional Notes: 
 
The precise composition of the relevant 
Knowledge, Understanding & Skills that an 
individual student will acquire through successful 
completion of this course will be dependent upon 
a variety of factors. 
 
Firstly, it will depend upon the particular options 
selected for study.  Secondly, it will depend upon 
the precise content of the unit taught which may 
vary to reflect external factors, for example 
including, the nature and content of current 
debates and issues at the time of unit delivery.  
Thirdly, it will also depend upon the way in which 
their own research and study interests develop 
through the course delivery and their individual 
extra-curricular and co-curricular Involvement, for 
example in media productions with other students 
and / or any media placements / intenships they 

Processes and practices 
(4.4)  Graduates of programmes in these fields demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of some of the following: 
 
(i)  the processes linking pre-production, production, distribution, circulation, 
reception and use 
(ii)  the ways in which individuals and groups express their identity and communicate 
such identities culturally 
(iii)  the processes of cultural and subcultural formations and their dynamics 
(iv)  key production processes and professional practices relevant to media, film, 
cultural and communicative industries, and ways of conceptualising creativity and 
authorship 
(v)  professional and occupational codes and practices in cultural production, 
distribution and reception. 
(vi)  the legal, ethical and other regulatory frameworks, including the intellectual 
property framework, that are relevant to media and cultural production, manipulation, 
distribution, circulation, and reception 
(vii)  how media, film, cultural and creative organisations operate, communicate and 
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are managed 
(viii) how work is organised in the 'creative industries' whether individually or 
collaboratively 
(ix) the material conditions of media and cultural consumption, and of the cultural 
contexts in which people appropriate, use and make sense of media and cultural 
products 
(x)  how media products and platforms might be understood within broader concepts 
of culture 
(xi)  the ways in which data are stored, organised and used and the social and 
political implications thereof. 
 

may choose to be involved in during the course of 
their studies.  
 
The course is designed to provide students with a 
guiding framework to facilitiate their wider 
experiential learning, some of which will be 
relevant to the contents of one or more Subject 
Benchmark Statement area. 

Forms and aesthetics 
(4.5)  Graduates of programmes in these fields demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of some of the following: 
 
(i)  the aesthetic and formal qualities at play, and their relation to meanings, in 
particular cultural forms 
(ii)  the cultural and social ways in which aesthetic judgements are constructed and 
aesthetic processes experienced 
(iii)  creative processes and practice through engagement in one or more production 
practices 
(iv)  the role that aesthetic and other pleasures and judgements may play in the 
production and maintenance of social relations 
(v)  the production and reception of a range of aesthetic pleasures associated with 
cultural, film and media products 
(vi)  the narrative processes, generic forms and modes of representation at work in 
media and cultural texts 
(vii)  the ways in which specific media and their attendant technologies make 
possible different kinds of aesthetic effects and forms 
(viii) the audio, visual and verbal conventions through which sounds, images and 
words make meaning 
(ix) the ways in which people engage with cultural texts and practices. 
 

Culture and identity 
(4.6)  Graduates of programmes in these fields demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of some of the following: 
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(i)  the complexity of the term 'culture' and how it has developed 
(ii)  the ways in which identities are constructed and contested through engagements 
with culture 
(iii) how disability, class, ethnicity, gender, religion, nationality, sexuality, and other 
social divisions play key roles in terms of both access to the media and modes of 
representation in media texts 
(iv) the different modes of global, international, national and local cultural experience 
and their interaction in particular instances 
(v) the ways in which forms of media and cultural consumption are embedded in 
everyday life, and serve as ways of claiming and understanding identities 
 

 
The format of the following mapping tables may be adjusted. 
 

Qualification Characteristic 

 

 
(insert title and year where appropriate) 

Evidence 

How the course takes account of relevant 
qualification characteristics documents 

 

  

  

  

  

 

Professional body or other external 
reference points 

 
(insert title and year) 

Evidence 

How the course takes account of Professional 
body or other external reference points        

N/A. N/A. 

  

  

  

  

 
 


