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Course Information Form (CIF) 

 

The CIF provides core information to students, staff teams and others on a particular course of 

study. 

 

Section 1 - General Course Information 

Course Title 
Performing Arts 

Qualification  
BA(Hons) 

Intermediate Qualification(s) 
 

Awarding Institution 
University of Bedfordshire 

Location of Delivery 
AB 

Mode(s) of Study and Duration  
Full-time over 3 years 

Part-time pathway typically over 6 years 

Core Teaching Pattern 
Core Pattern 1 

FHEQ Level 
Level 6 

Professional, Statutory or 

Regulatory Body (PSRB) 

accreditation or endorsement 
Not applicable 

PSRB Renewal Date 
Not applicable 

University of Bedfordshire 

Employability accreditation  

Route Code (SITS) 
BAPRT-S 

Subject Community 
Performing Arts and English 

UCAS Course Code 
W403 
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Relevant External 

Benchmarking 

  

QAA Quality Code section A1 

FHEQ Qualification Descriptors 

QAA Subject Benchmark Statement: Dance, Drama and Performance 

(2007) 

The benchmarking statements are used as a framework for course 
design.  In particular: 

Statements 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4 (p2) used to define the characteristics of 
dance, drama and performance. 

Section 3 to consider the scope of the study of dance, drama and 
performance, and ensure exposure to current and evolving practices. 
(pp2-3) 

4.1 ‘The broad, multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary nature of DDP 
makes it inappropriate to identify prescriptively or exhaustively the 
knowledge and understanding, which are to be expected of a graduate 
in these subjects.’ (p4) has influenced the design of the course to enable 
versatility and responsiveness to the professional world. 

Section 5.1 have been used to benchmark discipline specific skills and 
5.2 to benchmark generic skills including graduate level skills. 

The details of the benchmarking statements can be found at: 

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-
statement-Dance-drama-performance.pdf  

 

Field Code Changed

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-statement-Dance-drama-performance.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-statement-Dance-drama-performance.pdf
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Section 2 - Published Information 

 

Course Structure  

The Units which make up the course are: 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name Core or option 

PAE001-1 4 30 Practising Ideas Core 

PER009-1 4 30 Performance and Production Core 

PER011-1 4 30 Dance Technique and Choreography 1 Core 

PER012-1 4 30 Acting and Devising 1 Core 

PER009-2 5 30 Theoretical Approaches to Performance Core 

PER012-2 5 30 Production Processes: Musical Theatre Core 

PER014-2 5 30 Dance Technique and Choreography 2 Core 

PER015-2 5 15 Screen Performance Opt 

PER010-2 5 15 Digital Performance Opt 

PER011-2 5 15 Turning Points: Political Performance Opt 

PER016-2 5 15 Acting and Devising : Community 

Performance 

Opt 

PER010-3 6 30 Professional Practice in Performing Arts Core 

PER020-3 6 30 Performing Arts Dissertation Opt* 

PER021-3 6 30 Performance Practice as Research Opt* 

PER015-3 6 30 Dance Technique and Choreography 3 Opt 

PER009-3 6 30 Performing Innovations: Interdisciplinary 

Performance 

Opt 

PER011-3 6 30 Staging New Writing Opt 

* Students must choose between PER020-3 and PER021-3 as their final year project 

Why study this course 

If you're interested in a career in the performing arts, this course will give you all the skills and preparation 
you need with a studio-based approach to the study of contemporary performance. 
 
In today's performance world, performing arts is an umbrella term that encompasses and embodies the 
interdisciplinary interaction of diverse, cutting edge artistic specialisms situated at the creative intersection of 
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cultures, communities, and genres. 
At the University of Bedfordshire you will find that this course is about interdisciplinarity, current 
social debates, discourses and histories, diverse learning environments and technological practices. 
Your individual development as a performer is at the heart of all learning and is facilitated by a team of 
enthusiastic professionals and scholars. 

At stage one, you'll develop a common vocabulary for your studies across dance and theatre, culminating in 

an end-of-year performance. At stage two, you'll apply this knowledge to the development of choreographic 

practice, production of a musical drama and options in a range of performance practices. At stage three, 

you'll undertake an independent research project, alongside advanced study of performance and creative 

practices. How to work as a professional in the performing arts industry underpins practical elements of the 

course across all three stages culminating in the development of a portfolio that draws together 

documentation of your skills and abilities. 

As a graduate in Performing Arts, you'll have the opportunity to progress to careers in acting, dance 

performance, teaching, small-scale touring, arts management, community arts and educational outreach and 

technical theatre production. Performing Arts graduates also have the opportunity to pursue Master's or 

PGCE study and research. 

 

Course Summary – Educational Aims  

The Performing Arts course trains you to work effectively as interdisciplinary practitioners combining your 

skills across a range of diverse approaches to both; performing and performance making, theatre and 

dance. Your training will provide you with a number of stimulating challenges, whether they be practice 

based or theoretical ones. Through those challenges you will acquire a range of technical skills, as well as 

an expanded knowledge of performance strategies and discourses.  You will thus be required to combine 

those skills in producing contemporary creative work both for and with a range of audiences. From the 

beginning of the course you will be developing the skills and knowledge necessary to engage effectively with 

diverse performance practices; soon you will be required to combine those skills in performing and 

producing contemporary creative work aimed at different audiences.  Your practical development as an 

interdisciplinary practitioner will be constantly supplemented by theoretical investigations of the various 

specialist areas. By the end of the course you should feel confident that you have acquired both a practical 

and a theoretical vocabulary which enables you to support your work within your chosen career. Your 

academic work will be supplemented with advice, guidance and tuition in your professional development; 

you will begin to prepare for your chosen career before you finish your degree course in order to ensure that 

you are able to take advantage of the full range of career services available at university.   

 

Entry requirements 

200 UCAS points 

You will also be required to participate in the audition process as part of your application to the course.  This 

consists of taking part in an observed performing arts workshop and performing a 30 second movement solo 

and a 30 second monologue.  You will also be interviewed within a small group setting as part of the 

application process. 

 

For more information on standard entry requirements please go to 

http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/ukugentryreqs for UK students, http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/eu for 

EU students and for international students, more information is available at 

Field Code Changed

Field Code Changed

http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/ukugentryreqs
http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/eu
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http://www.beds.ac.uk/international/international-applications 

 

PSRB details 

Not applicable 

 

Graduate Impact Statements 

The course embraces the philosophy of SOAR, the University of Bedfordshire’s student-centred process of 
integrating personal, academic and career development. SOAR is an acronym representing the dynamic 
relationships between Self, Opportunity, Aspirations, and Results. Specifically the course has been designed 
to develop students who upon graduation will be able to: 

 Use high level technical, compositional and analytical skills to think, plan and respond creatively and 
effectively to impact upon interdisciplinary based projects. 

 Work collaboratively on projects especially within professional artistic practice, performing arts 
education and community performance to contribute to the development and progression of the 
performing arts sector. 

 Approach tasks with rigor, openness and integrity, to enrich the performance experiences of those 
they encounter. 

Higher Education Achievement Report - Additional Information 

The course enables students to fully immerse themselves in the performing arts community at the university, 
locally and nationally.  The Junior Research Institute offers extra and co-curricular opportunities to engage in 
research projects throughout the year.  Annual projects offer students the opportunity to engage in activities 
collaboratively to extend their learning and enhance their experience.   

Learning and Teaching  

The course facilitates a learning experience which is meaningful, active, reflective, collaborative and creative 

and which aims to deepen your understanding of the theory / practice relationships that underpin the study 

of performing arts.  A focus on practice based learning is fundamental to the ethos of the course and the 

synthesis of theory and practice is embedded in all units.  Learning is delivered through lectures, seminars, 

tutorials, workshops and classes.    Across the course these different modes are interrelated, therefore 

theorising about and discussing an aspect of performance in one session is then experienced and 

physically/ creatively explored in another.  The development of skills for team work, communication, physical 

articulation, creativity, problem solving and research are taught in all units and underpin all modes of 

learning with increasing sophistication as you progress through the course.  Staff research and professional 

practice including those of visiting practitioners, guest artists and hourly paid lecturers ensure a rich, current 

and challenging student curriculum.   

Developing your employability 

The professional theatre located on campus provides subsidised student tickets to professional 
performances as well as voluntary opportunities to work in the theatre.  There are regular trips to galleries 
and theatres to see professional work throughout the year at national theatres such as Sadler’s Wells, The 
National Theatre, The Barbican and The Robin Howard Theatre.   The department works proactively with the 
Partnerships team in the university offering workshops, classes and taster days to local school students.  
Our students have the opportunity to volunteer to deliver workshops, perform or support these days. 

 

Field Code Changed

http://www.beds.ac.uk/international/international-applications
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Department (s) 

Performing Arts and English 

Assessment  

There are a range of summative assessments used on the course.  

Practical assessments including acting and devising, performing dance exercises and repertoire, showing 
choreographic or compositional work and teaching workshops or classes. These also identify your level of 
attainment regarding professional and collaborative practices and engagement in practice led research in 
the fields of technique and choreography, performance, acting and devising and pedagogic practices. 

Written assessments including writing essays and portfolios, assessing your analytical, written 
communication and reflective skills and practice.  These also identify your level of attainment regarding 
synthesising and understanding published theory, adherence to academic conventions, structuring 
arguments and the clarity and logic of your writing. 

Presentation assessments including performance presentations, academic papers and market place 
presentations assess your verbal communication, academic and entrepreneurial skills and ability to structure 
and disseminate your work in a live context.  These also identify your level of attainment regarding locating 
and situating your own research and practice in both academia and the performing arts industry.   

The use of formative assessments across the units enables you to monitor your progress.   

As you progress through the 3 years, performance and choreographic work moves from studio based ‘in 
class’ assessments to public performances.  Your writing and research skills gradually build to equip you 
with the skills for your final year project or dissertation.   

There is significant additional support for students working towards assessment; performance-lab provides 
additional studio space to work towards practical assessments, one to one supervision for performance and 
written work and PAD, the professional academic development team. 

After Graduation  

Career 

 

As a graduate in Performing Arts, you'll have the opportunity to progress to careers in:  

 acting  

 dance performance 

 teaching 

 small-scale touring 

 arts management 

 community arts and educational outreach 

 technical theatre production 
 

Further study at the University of Bedfordshire 

 MA programmes: Dance Performance and Choreography Community Dance Leadership  

 MSc programmes: Dance Science  
 

Other possible further study 

 Further vocational training: Dance, Interdisciplinary Performance, Physical Theatre 

Postgraduate programmes at other institutions including PGCE Secondary Dance Education, primary or 
early years education and arts management 
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 Student Support during the course 

You will be assigned a Personal Academic Tutor (PAT) on arrival at the University. Your PAT will be a 

member of the department and a specialist in your area of study.  Your PAT will monitor your progress and 

offer support with any personal and professional problems you may experience throughout the three years of 

your degree. He/She may also direct you to other services available through the Student Information Desk 

(SiD). 

 

All tutors have office hours for two hours per week.  Students are invited to sign up for tutorials with tutors 

during these times.  This may be to discuss a particular piece of work or other academic issues that you 

need further advice on. 

 

For many units you will be working towards a creative output, the unit tutor(s) will allocate time both in 

classes and outside classes to provide supervision, guidance and support in the making process.  For other 

units you will also have allocated tutorials for written work, to provide additional guidance.  This guidance 

may also be to direct you to additional university services to support your academic development. 

 

In your final year of study you will be allocated supervisors for your independent choreographic projects and 

your dissertations.  These supervisors will work alongside your projects to provide targeted support for you 

and your projects. 

Students with disabilities 

The course welcomes students with disabilities. During the application process, disabled students discuss 

their needs with individual members of the academic staff, as well as staff from the Disability Advice Team. 

The Disability Advice Team is available to discuss any issues you may have and can provide services such 

as sign language interpreters, note-takers, dyslexia screening / tuition and support with mobility on campus. 

They offer confidential advice and information about academic and personal issues, adjustments in 

examinations, applying for the Disabled Student’s Allowance and buying suitable equipment.  

During the application process, disabled students will discuss your needs with individual members of the 

academic staff, as well as staff from the Disability Advice Team. It has normally been the case that disability 

has not provided an obstacle to students participating fully in all aspects of the course. We will endeavour to 

make reasonable adjustments to facilitate the inclusion of students with disabilities. As with all applicants, we 

do advise disabled students to consider the physical demands of the core units in dance techniques and 

performance and improvisation and composition in making their choice of degree course. 

For further information about the Disability Advice Team and what they can do for you, go to  

http://www.beds.ac.uk/studentlife/student-support/health/disabilities. Field Code Changed

http://www.beds.ac.uk/studentlife/student-support/health/disabilities
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PAE001-
1 

PER009-
1 

PER011-
1 

PER012-
1 

PER009-
2 

PER012-
2 

PER014-
2 

PER015-
2 

PER010-
2 

PER011-
2 

PER016-
2 

PER010-
3 

PER009-
3 

PER011-
3 

PER015-
3 

PER020-
3 

PER021-
3 Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Optional Optional Optional Optional Core Optional Optional Optional Optional Optional 

Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 

1                  

2                  

3                  

4                  

5                  

6  CW-RW             PR-Perf   

7        CW-Port          

8                  

9  Feedback         CW-Port  PR-Perf  Feedback   

10   Formative PR-Perf  PR-Perf  Feedback        Formative Formativ
e 11 CW-Port       PR-OT          

12           Feedback
PR 

 Feedback     

13   Feedback Feedback  Feedback      CW-Port    Feedback Feedbac
k 14 Feedback       Feedback          

15                  

16            Feedbac  PR-Perf    

17                  

18                  

19       PR-Perf       Feedback    

20                  

21  PJ-Art PR-Perf  PR-Oral     PR-Perf        

22   PR-Perf PR-Per   PR-Perf     PR-viva      

23                  

24 CW-Ess Feedback Feedback  Feedbac
KK 

    Feedback        

25   Feedback Feedback   Feedback
k 

   PR-OT Feedback      

26 WR-Post        PJ-Exhib    PR-Perf     

27 Feedback        CW-Ess    CW-Port  2&3PR-
Perf 

  

28     CW-Ess      Feedback   PR-Perf    

29 Feedback   CW-Port     Feedback    Feedback   PJ-Diss DJ-Diss 

30      PR-Perf CW-Port  Feedback     CW-Port Feedback   
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Section 3 - Academic Information 

This section will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics are the target 

audience. 

Course Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to: 

 

1. Have practical and experiential understanding of a wide range of performance processes, practices, 
approaches and strategies. 

2. Interpret, devise and analyse performance texts. 
3. Be aware of the skills and processes of production, design and rehearsal by which performance is 

created, and have experience of their realization and presentation in production. 
4. Contribute to the creation and/or production of performance through an understanding of appropriate 

performance vocabularies, techniques, structures and working methods. 
5. Engage in appropriate independent research, whether investigating past or present performances or 

as part of the process of creating new performance. 
6. Identify pertinent critical and cultural issues and perspectives which enhance the understanding of 

multidisciplinary performance, and contribute to those debates through informed opinion  
7. Use appropriate inter-personal and collaborative skills 
8. Reflect critically upon your own work and that of your peers. 

 

Course-specific regulations 

 

Teaching, Learning and Assessment 

The course is structured to consider key aspects of performing arts. Acting and dance technique, 

choreography and directing, full-scale production work in inter-disciplinary practice, collaborative and 

devised performance, new writing for stage, leadership in a community context, performance integrating new 

technology, theoretical subject-based analysis and popular culture and performance. 

 

The induction week is fundamental to creating an ethos of motivation, enthusiasm and commitment, and as 

part of this introductory week students make and perform in a group piece that is shared with the whole 

department on the last day.  This enables students to engage with practice and the demands of performance 

and performance making from the very beginning, and provides a platform to build from. 

 

Level 4 (Year 1) 

This focuses on ensuring students gain a firm grasp of the key skills and concepts needed for success in HE 

and on this course.  At Level 4 students are introduced to different modes of learning and teaching such as 

the technique class, creative workshops in improvisation and composition, lectures and seminars.  This 

variety of experience in learning and teaching provides the opportunity for students to engage with core 
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subject material.   The proportion of time spent in lectures, technique classes, seminars and other directed 

learning activities is highest at this level. This will be supported through directed research tasks including 

reading, practical, creative and technical investigation, video viewing and analysis.  Students also begin to 

negotiate the application of feedback and take individual responsibility for progression and development 

outside of taught sessions.  Students are introduced to a range of study skills appropriate to HE and 

diagnostic and formative assessment is used to monitor their development and identify any specific learning 

needs or requirements. Students are assessed formatively in dance technique, choreography and devising 

in the first term ensuring that they have detailed feedback to use regarding their physical, technical, vocal 

and craft progression. In the first year students take a department wide shared unit, Practising Ideas.  This 

unit is shared across all level 4 courses in the department.  These lectures and seminars enable students to 

have broader context within which to understand their specific area of study as well as teaching generic 

academic practice and reading and writing skills.  It is acknowledged that students often come to the course 

with a narrow view and perception of performing arts.  

In the first year of the course the emphasis will be upon introducing you to a range of performance 

techniques, production practices and processes, as well as on the founding of a common subject-specific 

vocabulary, the development of a productive and creative group identity, and the establishment of 

professional structures and standards of work.  

 

 

Level 5 (Year 2) 

The focus for this level of study is concerned with developing the students’ reflective, critical and creative 

skills.  Building on the experience and skill acquisition at Level 4 the focus will shift to embedding reflective 

and critical thinking within the students own learning experience.  At level 5, students are beginning to 

consider the role of the researcher, and what this means in terms of performance.  This will provide the 

context for students to take increased responsibility for their own learning and development. In particular the 

theme will draw attention to creativity and its application throughout the course as a means of increasing 

self-confidence, inter-personal skills and as the context for developing critical judgment.  At this level of 

study students will experience a combination of formative and summative assessment and will be supported 

through both tutor-directed and self-directed study, encouraging an increasingly independent approach to 

study.  In Theoretical Approaches to Performance, Acting and devising 2: Community Performance and 

Turning Points: Theatre, Control and Power; an emphasis is on research methods, data collection and 

analysis is introduced.  Students are assessed on how they disseminate their findings from engaging in 

varied research practices.  Essay writing, case study analysis, performance presentation, practice led 

research and the design and delivery of a community performance workshop in Acting and Devising 2 and a 

documentary theatre in Turning Points are all results of their investigations into practice.  In Dance 

Technique and Choreography 2 students are required to build the complexity and technical capacity of their 

bodies and performance as well as begin to take on clearer directorial roles. The second year requires 

students to develop a clear sense of their contribution to a range of communities and reflect on the value of 

this contribution.   

 

 

Level 6 (Year 3) 

At this level the focus develops to self-sufficient and autonomous learning and consolidating subject 

knowledge, skills and understanding within an academic, vocational and professional context. The 

proportion of time spent in Independent study is highest at this level. Level 6 is seen as preparation for the 

student transition into employment or continued education/professional training. Central to this year of study 
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is the final research project or dissertation as the culmination of the students’ development as a researcher, 

and allows them to engage in a larger research project in an area that they want to investigate in depth.  

Professional Practice in Performing Arts explicitly links to employability and linking student learning directly 

to industry.  Students are assessed on their ability to market themselves as an independent performance 

artist and to work collaboratively to design and create a product for sale within the performing arts 

community.  As choreographers and/or theatre makers, students take on the role as director of a group 

piece.  They are required to audition performers, work with the technicians and create/devise/write and 

rehearse the piece with minimal supervision.  The final year enables students to work more autonomously 

applying all of the skills acquired throughout the course. 
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Additional Academic Information 

Peer-assisted learning (PAL) 

PEA001-1 Practising Ideas 

Initial Assessment 

PER012-1 Acting and Devising 1 

Improving students’ learning 

In the first year of study the unit Practising Ideas underpins the study skills developed at levels 5 and 6.  It 
offers students the opportunity to explore a breadth of theoretical concepts in art.  Lectures and seminars 
encourage students to consider the broader historical, cultural and social contexts of art and understand how 
this wider knowledge informs their specific study of performance.  Students learn about note taking, reading 
and writing skills, referencing and research practices.  These skills are then reinforced in other units to 
enable students to connect theory with practice.  Students are also introduced to reflective practices, using 
writing, scoring, presentation and documentation to build their skills to learn to articulate their practice.  At 
levels 5 and 6 these skills are built on and students are introduced to more advanced research methods. 

Academic Integrity 

Academic and artistic integrity are integrated into all units.  Students are introduced to referencing and 
plagiarism as part of Practising Ideas and this is reinforced through a department referencing guide and 
participation in AIR on BREO, through PAE001-1.  In practical work students are aware of artistic integrity 
and intellectual property, concepts of homage, influence and ‘sampling’ are discussed as part of the creative 
and performance process.   

HEAR implementation 

 

Internationalisation 
The course actively encourages explorations of artistic hybridity, cultural fusion and the merging of different 

performing arts knowledge.  This is taught explicitly within the unit Dance Technique and Choreography 2, 

PER014-2 and Theoretical Approaches in Performance PER009-2, where students engage with different 

cultural performative art forms and analyse current performance practice exploring cultural fusion.  

Performance history and analysis in this unit encompasses perfomance in a global context.  In 

choreographic and research units students are encouraged to explore their own cultural identities and 

previous dance experiences to investigate the potential of hybridity in practice. 

 

Sustainability 
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Section 4 - Administrative Information 

This section will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics are the target 

audience. 

Faculty Creative Arts Technologies and Science 

Portfolio Performing Arts and English 

Department/School/Division Performing Arts and English 

Course Coordinator Amalia Garcia 

Version Number 12015 

Approved by (cf Quality Handbook ch.2) University event 

Date of approval (dd/mm/yyyy) 17/03/2015 

Implementation start-date of this version 

(plus any identified end-date) 
2015/16 

 

Form completed by: 

 

Name: ……Amalia Garcia………… Date: …..…………………02/02/2015………………. 

 

Authorisation on behalf of the Faculty Teaching Quality and Standards Committee (FTQSC) 

 

 

Chair: …………………………………………………………  Date: 

…..……………………………………. 

 

 

Course Updates 

Date 

(dd/mm/yyyy) 
Nature of Update FTQSC Minute Ref: 

6 July 2016 Change to unit title for PER011-2 and PER016-2  
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