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Course Information Form (CIF) 
 

The CIF provides core information to students, staff teams and others on a particular course of 
study. 
 

Section 1 - General Course Information 

Course Title 

Creative Writing 

Creative Writing (with Professional Practice Year) 

 

Qualification  BA (Hons) 

Intermediate Qualification(s) Certificate of Higher Education, Diploma of Higher Education 

Awarding Institution University of Bedfordshire 

Location of Delivery AA University Square Campus 

Mode(s) of Study and Duration  
Full-time over 3 years 
Full-time with Professional Practice Year over 4 years 
Part-time pathway typically over 6 years 

FHEQ Level 4, 5, 6 

Professional, Statutory or 
Regulatory Body (PSRB) 
accreditation or endorsement 

 

PSRB Renewal Date  

University of Bedfordshire 
Employability accreditation 

 

Route Code (SITS) BACRW-S+BACWPAAF 

Subject Community Media 

UCAS Course Code W800 

Relevant External 
Benchmarking 

NAWE Creative Writing Subject Benchmark Statement (2008) 
QAA English (2007) 
QAA Communication, Media, Film and Cultural Studies Benchmark 
Statement (2008) 
QAA The Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland (2008) level descriptors 4,5,6. 
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Section 2 - Published Information 

Material in this section will be used on the course web site to promote the course to potential students.  The 
text should be written with this potential audience in mind. 

Course Structure  

The Units which make up the course are: 

Full Time 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name Core or option 

MED018-1 4 30 Composition Core 

MED001-1 4 30 Creative Writing Theory and Practice Core 

MED015-1 4 30 Writers Reading Core 

MED016-1 4 30 Writing Practices Core 

MED003-2 5 30 Creative Writing: Research into Writing Core 

MED049-2 5 30 Poetics: Theory into Practice Core 

MED041-2 5 30 Writing Horror & Dark Fantasy Option 

MED010-2 5 30 Innovative Writing Option 

MED026-2 5 30 Scriptwriting Option 

MEDxxx-2 - 0 Professional Practice Year Option 

MED024-3 6 30 Creative Writing Professional Practice Core 

MED044-3 6 30 Writing Fantasy Fiction Option 

MED038-3 6 30 Experiment and Innovation in Context Option 

MED025-3  6 30 Script: Writing, Editing and Pitch Option 

MED042-3 6 60 Special Project in Creative Writing Core 

Part-time Pathway 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name Core or option 

MED018-1 4 30 Composition Core 

MED001-1 4 30 Creative Writing Theory and Practice Core 

MED015-1 4 30 Writers Reading Core 

MED016-1 4 30 Writing Practices Core 

MED003-2 5 30 Creative Writing: Research into Writing Core 

MED049-2 5 30 Poetics: Theory into Practice Core 

MED041-2 5 30 Writing Horror & Dark Fantasy Option 

MED010-2 5 30 Innovative Writing Option 

MED026-2 5 30 Scriptwriting Option 

MED024-3 6 30 Creative Writing Professional Practice Core 

MED044-3 6 30 Writing Fantasy Fiction Option 

MED038-3 6 30 Experiment and Innovation in Context Option 

MED025-3  6 30 Script: Writing, Editing and Pitch Option 

MED039-3 6 30 Short Special Project in Creative Writing1 Core 

MED040-3 6 30 Short Special Project in Creative Writing 2 Core 

  
 (Please note: students on the part time route 

will complete their project over two years.) 
 

Why study this course 

This is an innovative, student-centred course which emphasises your development as a writer and has 
strong option specialisms in Fantasy and Horror writing and Innovative and Experimental forms. 

Course Summary – Educational Aims  

One of the first single honours Creative Writing degrees in the country, this course benefits from its 
relationships with media, journalism and art & design courses.  Its focus on the creative arts and industries 
means you will be working in an atmosphere of constant artistic and intellectual production and energy. 

The course covers all fields of creative writing, and as you study you will come to specialise in one or two 
areas.  We have particularly strong specialisms in horror and fantasy writing and in innovative writing, and 
you will have the opportunity, should you wish to, to engage in collaborative or performance writing projects.  
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Scriptwriting also features, where you can work with students of film and television. 

 

There is a strong theory element to the course, covering not only critical and philosophical standpoints, but 
theories of writing, poetics, manifestos, etc. Our professional practice focus allows you to engage with the 
publishing and other writing-related industries and outlets. 

The course team are all practising writer-academics with active research and creative interests.  You will be 
encouraged to find outlets for your work, meet with successful alumni of the course, and attend readings and 
lectures by writers across a range of genres. You will also be able to join the Creative Writing Guild, who run 
workshops and ‘open mic’ nights and publish members’ work in anthologies. 

 

Entry requirements 

Standard: 
Standard entry requirements. 
 

PSRB details 

 

Graduate Impact Statements 

The course has been designed to develop graduates who are able to: 

 Produce text for a wide range of purposes and outcomes, adapting creativity, linguistic 
understanding and cultural and ethical knowledge to the challenges faced 

 Work in collaboration and as part of a team to achieve common purposes in artistic, knowledge-
producing and informational contexts 

 Utilise creativity, problem-solving skills and reflective practice to produce innovative outcomes for 
the arts, for education, and in a range of business and institutional environments. 

Higher Education Achievement Report - Additional Information 

 

Learning and Teaching  

 
Our teaching is centred upon you as the student, aiming to build your confidence by making you aware of 
what you know and helping you to harness your own experience and knowledge, then to develop and apply 
them through the various techniques of creative writing to produce finished texts. You learn through your 
production activity and the analysis of your experience under the guidance of your lecturers.   
 
Teaching is delivered by a range of methods: formal lectures, seminars, workshops and tutorials (individual 
or small group sessions). Project supervision involves regular tutorial meetings with your staff supervisor.  
BREO, the university’s online virtual learning environment, is used to provide course materials, and also a 
large amount of other writing-related information and news. Throughout the course you will work closely with 
fellow students in workshop groups, sharing your growing understanding and critical skills.  Around half of 
your contact time will be spent in workshops and discussion.   
 

 
Developing your employability 

The course team are all practising writer-academics with active research and creative interests.  You will be 
encouraged to find outlets for your work, meet with successful alumni of the course, and attend readings and 
lectures by writers across a range of genres.  

The level 6 Professional Practice unit is designed to give you a practical understanding of some aspects of 
career development across a range of areas of writing and writing-related careers.  It allows you to tie this 
development in to the genre or field of writing you feel is most immediately relevant to your prospects of 
employability or publication. 

Across the course, you will learn skills in the presentation and adaptation of your writing for publication, 
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performance, online distribution; you may take chances to perform, publish and exhibit your work during the 
course, either individually, or as part of a group. 

The course has links with a range of professionals in writing and publishing, from successful alumni who will 
share their experiences with you, to publishers who will give advice on getting published and on careers in 
publishing, including applying for internships. 

In terms of extra curricula activity to develop your employability, you will be able to join the Creative Writing 
Guild, who run workshops and ‘open mic’ nights and publish members’ work in anthologies. 

Students who register for the degree with professional practice year will additionally attend a series of 
workshops and activities related to securing a suitable placement and compulsory briefings at the end of 
year 2 to ensure that all legal requirements for health and safety, safeguarding etc. training  have been met,. 
This will be explained more fully in your professional practice handbook once you have registered with the 
Careers and Employability Service’s Student Development and Awards Team in your first year. If you will be 
working with children and/or vulnerable people you will be required to have a DBS check and undertake 
Safeguarding and Prevent training. 

Department (s) 

Journalism and Communications 

Assessment  

Most assessment is by creative work plus a contextual study, in which you discuss aims and intentions, 
research, influences and precursors, and how the piece/s fit into your growing understanding of yourself as a 
writer (what we call ‘poetics’). 

There will be opportunities to present performances (live and recorded), text-art, online writing, and a host of 
other types and forms of writing practice for assessment.  Written essays on your practice, presentations 
and pitches of your work are also included in some units. 

In publishing, film and television, and other writing-related careers, it is not only important to write well, but to 
explain what you do to prospective employers, collaborators and partners.  Our assessments are designed 
to help you build up the confidence, and the self-reflexive skills, to do this successfully. 

 

After Graduation  

Career:  

 Professional writer (e.g. novelist or scriptwriter) 

 Teacher or lecturer 

 Copywriter 

 Public Relations 

 Publishing 

 Editing 
 
Further study: 

 Masters by Research in Creative Writing  

 MA in Creative or Professional Writing 

 MPhil/PhD in Creative Writing 

 PGCE 

 MA English Studies/Literature 
 

Student Support during the course 

At institutional level, the university has in place a range of easily accessible support structures for new and 
existing students.   
 
These include SID (Student Information Desk), located in the campus centre, which offers confidential 
advice on all aspects of academic study. For example, it includes Mitigation, which deals with decisions  
regarding special circumstances that might require extensions for your assessments.  They also provide 
information about other areas of university-wide student support include: housing, health, counselling, study 
support, special needs and disability advice, and careers service.  
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The Professional and Academic Development service (PAD) runs workshops on skills and employability for 
students.  You can access this help via SID or though your Personal Academic Tutor. 
 
The Student Union provides additional support and training for Course Representatives. The university 
chaplaincy runs regular meetings, social events and trips. 
 
Course specific support is also in place. First year students receive a comprehensive induction in the week 
prior to the commencement of the academic year.  In addition to this, course leaders will meet with their 
student groups to explain course structure and other issues relating to the student experience. These 
introductions will give you outlines of your course and units, a description of the ways you will be 
encouraged to develop your knowledge and skills, and signpost resources and materials to assist the 
process of your learning and success. An important part of this induction is the training to use BREO 
(Bedfordshire Resources for Education Online) 
 
Throughout your course, you will have continuous access to online support through both www.beds.ac.uk 
and via BREO VLE (Virtual Learning Environment).  BREO provides a range of online resources, and should 
be the first port of call for you in terms of university wide and module specific announcements, as well as 
module specific materials.  We recommend that you use BREO regularly, and that you use your university 
email where we send you updates about all aspects of your course which need your attention. 
 
All students at level 1 will be allocated a Personal Academic Tutor (PAT).  This academic will be responsible 
of monitoring your academic progress throughout your first year and beyond, and will help you with any 
academic or personal issues that might come up. The PAT is your consistent point of contact for support and 
guidance, but will on occasion refer you to other university staff for specific issues.  
 
Further support is provided by lecturers who have Office Hours for you, by the CATS Faculty administrative 
team, and the media administration team.  
 
Students may be required, at the discretion of the Course coordinator, to undergo diagnostic testing for 
academic English language abilities, and may further be required, at the Course coordinator’s discretion, to 
participate in academic English support workshops or classes laid on by the University. 
 
Peer Assisted Learning fosters cross-year support between students on the same course. It encourages 
students to support each other and learn co-operatively under the guidance of experienced students. PAL 
has five main aims and is intended to help students: adjust quickly to university life; acquire a clear view of 
course direction and expectations; improve their study skills and adjust their study habits to meet the 
requirements of higher   education; enhance their understanding of the subject matter of their course through 
collaborative group discussion; prepare better for assessed work and examinations 

PAL uses pairs of students in year 2 and 3 (PAL Leaders) who have “been there, done it and got the t-shirt”, 
to work with 1st year students to de-mystify academic parlance and terminology, giving them insider 
knowledge on how to survive the 1st year, and provide pragmatic signposting and support.  

 

Students with disabilities 

This programme makes intensive use of audio and visual materials and so if you have difficulty accessing 
these you should discuss this with the Disability Advice Team in conjunction with the course team at the 
outset to ensure that appropriate support is in place. 
 
The University of Bedfordshire is committed to ensuring that curricula across all courses are inclusive to all 
students.  The Disability Advice Team which is associated with SID is available to discuss any issues 
students may have and can provide services such as sign language interpreters, note takers, dyslexia 
screening/tuition and support with mobility on campus.  They offer confidential advice and information about 
academic and personal issues, adjustments in examinations, applying for the Disabled Students’ Allowances 
(DSA) and buying suitable equipment.  The Disability Advice Team communicates regularly with unit and 
course leaders to ensure the needs of students are covered. 
 
All students concerned that their studies may be affected by disability are encouraged to contact either their 
Course Leader, Unit Leader or Personal Tutor for advice at whatever point in their course the need to do so 

http://www.beds.ac.uk/
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becomes apparent. 
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Section 3 - Academic Information 
This section will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics are the target 
audience. 

Course Learning Outcomes 

 
Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to:- 
 
1. Display professional skills, knowledge and understanding in the field of creative writing.  
2. Practice in a variety of genres and forms, with particular emphasis on at least two areas, with a 

specialization in one. 
3. Display accurate use of language in both written and spoken communication 
4. Show the ability to reflect critically on your work and to evaluate and contextualise creative writing 

within the broader field of the cultural industries. 
5. Engage successfully in team work, through workshops and seminar discussion. 
6. Engage in in-depth research into your chosen fields of writing practice, and self-directed study into 

various supportive and background areas, evaluating the relevance and importance of information 
received. 

7. Employ a wide range of information technologies in the process of researching, delivering and 
producing your work. 

8. Display the attitude, independent thinking and self-motivated learning and writing skills of a professional 
creative writer. 

In order to qualify for the award of BA Creative Writing (with Professional Practice year) students will need 
to meet all of the outcomes above and: 

9. Demonstrate knowledge and analytical understanding of professional practice by successfully 
completing an approved period of approved work place practice 

Course-specific regulations 

 

Teaching, Learning and Assessment 

Teaching is provided through a range of activities, from lectures and seminars, to group discussion and 
workshops.  Writing exercises, informal pitches or presentations, writer’s journals and notebooks are all 
utilised to generate ideas, writing and discussion. 

The writing workshop remains central to this course.  This is not a practical workshop as such, but a form of 
teaching which includes continuous formative assessment, reflective practice, collaborative feedback 
amongst peers and the opportunity to discuss particular issues in writing at some length. 

It is important that trust is developed between students, so keeping workshop groups with the same 
members across units is desirable.  The lecturer, as active chair of the workshop, will tend to take the lead 
in discussion in the early weeks of level 1, encouraging more involvement from group members, preferably 
without resort to turn-taking to make everybody have their say on every piece of work presented.  Likewise 
with the presentation of work—all students need to present, but some will tend to present more than others.  
Making things fair, preventing a handful of keen students from dominating the workshop, is often difficult, 
but can often be maintained by ‘soft-touch’ guidance and encouragement. 

In assessment, the contextual study should not be seen as a stand-alone document, but something which is 
marked holistically with the creative work.  It backs up that work with useful information and evidence of 
engagement which feeds into the evaluation of the work itself, providing the context against which it is 
received.  In terms of progression throughout the course writing assignments remain the staple, in a field of 
increasing sophistication, specialization and word-length, in accordance with sector norms.  Contextual 
studies also increase in length, demanding an increasing of theoretical understanding and knowledge of 
professional practice.  The culmination of this process is marked by the Professional Practice unit at level 6, 
which forms a springboard for the Special Project. 
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Additional Academic Information 

Peer-assisted learning (PAL) 

MED001-1 Creative Writing Theory & Practice 

Initial Assessment 

MED018-1 Composition 

Improving students’ learning 

MED016-1 Writing Practices, as well as teaching the basics of fiction as the core of CW as a subject 
includes the requirement to keep a writer’s journal, a practice-based equivalent to a research journal.  
MED001-1 Creative Writing Theory & Practice will work in tandem with MED015-1 Writers Reading to 
introduce and reinforce good HE practice, including note-taking, research, essay writing (specifically in the 
form of the contextual study), etc.  They also have a joint role in developing students’ familiarity with the 
university’s Learning Resources Centre. 

At Level 5, MED003-2 Research into Writing builds on level 4 work, especially in term 1 when independent 
research is central to students’ activities. 

 

Academic Integrity 

MED001-1 Creative Writing Theory & Practice, with MED015-1 Writers Reading, provide the main context 
for the teaching of referencing and plagiarism.  In MED001-1 particular emphasis is placed upon the 
positive aspects of good academic practice. How they can benefit from others’ referencing and 
bibliographical efforts provides a positive context for what is often seen to be a pointless chore, or 
something done purely to show they are not ‘cheating.’ 

In addition, the distinction between academic and publishing industry attitudes towards plagiarism is 
discussed in MED001-1 as an introduction to professional practice. 

 

HEAR implementation 

 

Internationalisation 

This course understands the market for creative writing as international, particularly across the English-
speaking world where their work can be read without translation.  From level 4, students will be introduced 
to work from various international markets and to understand the impact of such markets on issues of genre 
and readership.  MED016-1 Writers Reading and MED001-1 Creative Writing Theory & Practice take the 
main role in this. 

Sustainability 
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Section 3 - Administrative Information 
This section will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics are the target 
audience. 

Faculty Creative Arts, Technologies and Science 

Portfolio Journalism and Communications, Undergraduate 

Subject Community Media 

Department/School/Division Journalism and Communications 

Course Coordinator Keith Jebb 

Version Number 1 

Approved by (cf Quality Handbook ch.2) Periodic Review 

Date of approval (dd/mm/yyyy) 24/04/2014 

Implementation start-date of this version 
(plus any identified end-date) 

October 2014 

 
 
Form completed by: 
 
Name:  Keith Jebb…………………………………… Date:  2/2/2014………………………. 
 
 
 
Authorisation on behalf of the Faculty Teaching Quality and Standards Committee (FTQSC) 
 
 
 
Chair: …………………………………………………………  Date: …..……………………………………. 
 
 
 

 

Course Updates 

Date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

Nature of Update FTQSC Minute Ref: 

09/07/2015 MED016-1 Writing Practices. Assessment (20%) introduced 
for week 10 

 

20/5/16 Update of sandwich year to professional practice and 
adjustment to employability section and CLO 9  

 

   

   


