
Course Information Form (CIF) - 2014 - QAP0015   

 
 
 
Course Information Form (CIF) 
 
The CIF provides core information to students, staff teams and others on a particular course of 
study. 
 

Section 1 - General Course Information 

Course Title Broadcast Television and Radio 

Qualification  BA (Hons) 

Intermediate 
Qualification(s) 

Certificate of Higher Education, Diploma of Higher Education 

Awarding Institution University of Bedfordshire 

Location of Delivery University Square Campus 

Mode(s) of Study and 
Duration  

 Full Time over 3 years 

FHEQ Level 4, 5, 6 

Professional, Statutory or 
Regulatory Body (PSRB) 
accreditation or 
endorsement 

Non applicable  

PSRB Renewal Date Non applicable 

University of Bedfordshire 
Employability accreditation 

 

Route Code (SITS) BABTRAAF 

Subject Community Media  

UCAS Course Code P300 

Relevant External 
Benchmarking 

QAA Communication, Film, Media and Cultural Studies (2008) 

QAA The Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland (2008) level descriptors 
4,5,6. 
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Section 2 - Published Information 
 

This course will prepare you for graduate careers within Television and Radio industries and 

related media.  It will provide you with the broad range of humanities-based knowledge and skills, 

in the study of Broadcast media that contribute to the employment capabilities required from 

graduate entrants into the Broadcast industries.  It will provide a stimulating programme for the 

study of television and radio as interdependent and distinct media and give you practical and 

creative experience of the techniques and methods of digital production. 

 

Course Structure  

The Units which make up the course are: 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name Core or option 

     
MED013-1 4 30 TV Studio Production C 
MED004-1 4 30 Understanding Media C 
MED030-1 4 30  Radio Skills C 
MED002-1 4 30 Introduction to the Journalism Industry C 

     
MED027-2 5 30 Key Themes in Television Studies C 
MED002-2 5 30 Television Production and Performance C 
MED021-2 5 30 Radio C 
MED012-2 5 30 Journalism, Law and Public Administration O 
MED026-2 5 30 Scriptwriting O 
MEDXXX-3 6 30 Routes to Market O 
MED015-3 6 30 Television Production on air O 
MED020-3 6 30 Ethics and Journalism O 
MED013-3 6 30 Radio 24/7 C 
MEDxxx-3 6 60 Broadcast Television & Radio Project C 
Why study this course 

 

This course will enable you to develop your craft in a realistic Broadcast production environment.   

 

Course Summary – Educational Aims  
This is a degree that will prepare you for working in the media industries; even before you 

graduate, you will have experience of working in a live Radio situation, record on-air TV studio 

work and will study TV and Radio Production with practitioners from the industry in a modern, hi-

tech environment. The skills you learn will enable you to turn your ideas into actual projects.  

Alongside practical study, you will learn the key themes and issues in television and radio. 

Whilst undertaking Radio Production you will make full benefit of the University’s on air community 

radio station Radio LaB 97.1fm.  The course is very hands on and practical in its nature.  You will 

learn the basic skills of production in the first year; extend these to short features and on air news 

in the second year and in the final year make a series of radio programmes in small production 

teams, some of which will be broadcast.  You can get involved in Radio LaB 97.1fm and the 

University online Television channel throughout your course. 

 



Course Information Form (CIF) - 2014 - QAP0015   

Television Production will help prepare you to enter the exciting television industry.  Many of our 

Television graduates go on to production and technical jobs in television, film and new media, 

radio, commercial and corporate sectors of the industry.  Students have secured jobs on high 

profile shows including,  Britain’s Got Talent, The X Factor, Masterchef Australia, The Door, Family 

Food Fight, Britain’s Best Dish, Ideal World Shopping Channel, Comic Relief, Dancing on Ice, 

Peep Show, Derren Brown, The Real Hustle and Supernanny. 

 
Entry requirements 

 
Standard entry requirements: 280 pts 
 
PSRB details 

N/A 

Graduate Impact Statements 

The course has been designed to develop graduates who are able to: 

 apply their advanced understanding of the cultural, social and industrial aspects of 
Broadcast  and can contribute content to the Television and Radio industries. 

 communicate effectively through a range of methods, including in writing, through 
Broadcast production work and in oral presentation, basing such communication on 
research and critical and analytical skills. 

 adapt to different working media and cultural environments and conditions, including group 
work by learning the different roles with the Broadcast industry and the effects of Broadcast 
media. 

Higher Education Achievement Report - Additional Information 

 

Learning and Teaching  

 
The course is delivered by a mixture of lectures, seminars and workshops. 
 
You will have consumed a wide range of the media products which you will be analysing in your 
studies.  Our teaching therefore takes these often familiar media texts and uses them to introduce 
you to the theoretical and practical tools at your disposal.  This is done in a variety of ways at all 
levels. 
 
In the more theoretically based modules (for example, Understanding Media), visually illustrated 
lectures introduce you to the main theoretical concepts and models used in describing, analysing 
and criticising the media.  Smaller groups of students in seminars and workshops then put these 
theories and models into practical applications.  This then forms the basis for assessment in the 
form of an essay, exam or presentation.   
 
Throughout all the core units, teaching is based on one hour lectures, with complementary 
screening and/or demonstration sessions, supported with a group seminar. Where practical 
production work is undertaken by you in option modules, technical support and instruction are 
given in the form of training and demonstration sessions. Group work is an important element of 
media practice assessment, which accurately reflects the way in which the industry works.  You 
are required to work in groups in order to gain an insight into the practical difficulties and rewards 
of collaboration. Several units include assessment that involves group work, although you will be 
assessed individually. 
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Units at levels 5 and 6 build upon this foundation to develop your independent study skills for the 
project in your final year.  As you assume a greater autonomy and responsibility in your own 
learning so too will you approach your academic studies and practical work with increasing rigour.  
Equipped to further develop your interests in academic study or professional training, graduates 
will have a range of sophisticated skills for analysing communication and providing original and 
convincing solutions to communication problems.  The Broadcast TV and Radio project will give 
you the opportunity to draw from this range of learning experiences with confidence and 
independence, aided by your supervisor. 

 

Developing your employability 

 
Employability is understood widely as encompassing knowledge, skills and a professional attitude 
which your tutors expect you to display in all your units. All University of Bedfordshire courses aim 
to help you to be prepared for the world of work. The Careers Service is there to support you 
throughout the three years of your study. Our curriculum gives you skills that are valuable for a 
career in the media. 
 
Presentations by practitioners, regular input from the careers service during all levels of your study 
(starting during induction week, concluding during the workshops for the level 6 project), as well as 
specifically designed practical units will help you be ready for your career. 
 
You will have opportunities to volunteer for extra-curricular and co-curricular events, through the 
Media Junction production company, throughout the year, to work on practical projects for the 
University, outside clients and the community.  You will as well have the opportunity to meet 
industry professionals through our networking initiative, Media Junction. You will also be able to 
get involved in University events such as conferences, festivals, degree shows, and open days, 
which will lead you to membership of our Professional Leadership Academy.   

 

Department (s) 

Media Arts and Production 

Assessment  
You are assessed in a variety of ways.  The majority of Units are assessed through coursework, 
portfolios, essays, presentations or, in a few cases, exams. Presentations are usually given and 
assessed in the context of a group seminar. You will also produce radio and television 
programmes and filmed/recorded content. 
 
At level 4 you are assessed on your understanding of the fundamental concepts and disciplines of 
radio and television.  You are required to comprehend the basic range of intellectual concepts 
which form the foundations of the subject area, and will be assessed on your ability to articulate 
such concepts in a coherent manner, in a variety of written assessments/written briefs.  For 
example, you will learn about texts, audiences, and industrial dimensions of the media. 
 
At level 5 you are assessed on your ability to apply the basic concepts of the disciplines introduced 
in level 4 to existing controversies and issues on which there is already a body of research and 
critical opinion.  You also should be able to demonstrate the inter-relationships between critical 
theory and Broadcast media production.  For example, you might be asked to discuss how new 
narrative forms are emerging in contemporary television, or how new media is having an impact on 
how we consume television and radio. 
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At level 6 you will be required to demonstrate independent thinking and initiative.  You will be 
expected to show an awareness of the major theories and practices of the discipline.  You will 
progress from well defined briefs to more open-ended and challenging assessments, which 
culminate in your Broadcast TV and Radio project where you will be given freedom to choose your 
area of work. 

After Graduation  

 
The critical, analytical and practical skills of this degree will prepare you for a range of careers. The 
most common destination will be in the creative industries:  

 Programme researcher, broadcasting/film/video 

 Radio producer 

 Media planner 

 Multimedia specialist 

 Runner, broadcasting/film/video 

 Television/film/video producer 

However, our graduates also opt for careers in teaching, in publishing and in public service.   
 
Many students choose to continue in education and register on taught or research based Masters 
courses in media or business management. Students can continue onto our MA in Mass 
Communications, MA in Digital Creative Film or MSc in Digital Film Technologies and Production. 
Students can also continue onto PhDs by research which can lead to a career in higher education 

 

Student Support during the course 
At institutional level, the university has in place a range of easily accessible support structures for 
new and existing students.   
 
These include SID (Student Information Desk), located in the campus centre, which offers 
confidential advice on all aspects of academic study. For example, it includes Mitigation, which 
deals with decisions  regarding special circumstances that might require extensions for your 
assessments. 
 
They also provide information about other areas of university-wide student support include: 
housing, health, counselling, study support, special needs and disability advice, and careers 
service. The Study Hub and PAD (Personal Academic Development) provides workshops and one 
to one support for academic skills. 
 
The university chaplaincy runs regular meetings, social events and trips. The Student Union 
provides additional support and activities. 
 
Course specific support is also in place. First year students receive a comprehensive induction in 
the week prior to the commencement of the academic year.  In addition to this, course leaders will 
meet with their student groups to explain course structure and other issues relating to the student 
experience. These introductions will give you outlines of your course and units, a description of the 
ways you will be encouraged to develop your knowledge and skills, and signpost resources and 
materials to assist the process of your learning and success. An important part of this induction is 
the training to use BREO (Bedfordshire Resources for Education Online) 
 
All students at level 4 will be allocated a personal academic tutor (PAT).  This academic will be 
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responsible of monitoring your academic progress throughout your first year and beyond, and will 
help you with any academic or personal issues that might come up. The personal tutor is your 
consistent point of contact for support and guidance, but will on occasion refer you to other 
university staff for specific issues.  
 
Further support is provided by lecturers who have Office Hours and by the CATS Faculty Office, 
and the media administration team.  
 
Throughout your course, you will have continuous access to online support through both 
www.beds.ac.uk and via BREO VLE (Virtual Learning Environment).  BREO provides a range of 
online resources, and should be the first port of call for you in terms of university wide and module 
specific announcements, as well as module specific materials.  We recommend that you use 
BREO regularly, and that you use your university email where we send you up dates about all 
aspects of your course which need your attention. 
 
Students may be required, at the discretion of the Course coordinator, to undergo diagnostic 
testing for academic English language abilities, and may further be required, at the Course 
coordinator’s discretion, to participate in academic English support workshops or classes 
organised by the University. 
 

Our PAL (Peer Assisted Learning) scheme will provide additional support to new students from 
students at levels 5 and 6. 

Students with disabilities 
This programme makes intensive use of audio and visual materials and so if you have difficulty 
accessing these you should discuss this with the Disability Advice Team in conjunction with the 
course team at the outset to ensure that appropriate support is in place. 
 
The University of Bedfordshire is committed to ensuring that curricula across all courses are 
inclusive to all students.  The Disability Advice Team which is associated with SID is available to 
discuss any issues students may have and can provide services such as sign language 
interpreters, note takers, dyslexia screening/tuition and support with mobility on campus.  They 
offer confidential advice and information about academic and personal issues, adjustments in 
examinations, applying for the Disabled Students’ Allowances (DSA) and buying suitable 
equipment.  The Disability Advice Team communicates regularly with unit and course co-
ordinators to ensure the needs of students are covered. 
 
All students concerned that their studies may be affected by disability are encouraged to contact 
either their Portfolio leader, Course co-ordinator or Personal Tutor for advice at whatever point in 
their course the need to do so becomes apparent. 

 

http://www.beds.ac.uk/
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Section 3 - Academic Information 
This section will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics are the 
target audience. 

Course Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course students will: 

 demonstrate an understanding of the central social and cultural roles of the Broadcast 
Industry and how the media are affected by cultural, political, economic, industrial and 
ethical contexts, and of historical developments within the media. 

 explain, analyse and criticise issues surrounding Broadcast industries based on relevant 
research and evaluation of such research, and to formulate their own position clearly orally 
and in writing 

 draw upon their knowledge and understanding of critical concepts and media theories to 
reflect upon media practice, including their own  

 contribute to team work at a number of levels: setting group aims allocating roles and 
responsibilities, working to a common purpose to produce Broadcast content, negotiating 
and problem solving 

 produce practical work to a professional standard  

 display professional behaviour as an individual, in group work, and towards university staff 
and potential employers  

 

Course-specific regulations 

 

Teaching, Learning and Assessment 

The Broadcast TV and Radio project is an important part of the course and carries an accordingly 
large weighting. In this self-initiated project, students produce Broadcast content that will help them 
bridge their studies and the world of work, or lead to further study. 
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Additional Academic Information 

Peer-assisted learning (PAL) 

Understanding Media (MED004-1) 

Initial Assessment 

Understanding Media (MED004-1) 

Improving students’ learning 

Several units allow students to use work and feedback done for the first assessment to perform 
best in the second. In Television Production and Performance (MED024-1) students receive the 
feedback from the first production assessment before commencing their second. 

We do run support sessions in the first and second year to aid students towards their assessment 
and liaise with the Study Hub and the subject librarian. 

Academic Integrity 

Unit guides explain referencing and expect it to be applied throughout students’ work. 
Understanding Media in the first year introduce referencing and appropriate use of sources, as well 
as research methodology for research. This is an essential element of ethical and professional 
academic practice which will be useful to you throughout the three years of your degree, and 
beyond. 

HEAR implementation 

 

Internationalisation 

The global flow of media forms is key to both Understanding Media and Key Themes in Television 
Studies. Courses in MAP and J & C tend to attract a high proportion of international and EU 
students, who bring their own knowledge and perspectives about the differences and similarities 
between UK and their own media institutions and practices. 

Sustainability 

 

 
  



Course Information Form (CIF2013-4)            

 

Section 3 - Administrative Information 
This section will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics are the 
target audience. 

Faculty Creative Arts, Technologies and Science 

Portfolio Media Arts and Production undergraduate 

Subject Community Media 

Department/School/Division Media Arts and Production 

Course Coordinator Anthony Greenbank 

Version Number 1/14 

Approved by (cf Quality Handbook 
ch.2) 

 

Date of approval (dd/mm/yyyy) 16th June 2014 

Implementation start-date of this 
version (plus any identified end-date) 

October 2014 

 
 
Form completed by: 
 
Name: Karen Randell July 2014 
 
 
 
Authorisation on behalf of the Faculty Teaching Quality and Standards Committee (FTQSC) 
 
 
 
Chair: …………………………………………………………  Date: 
…..……………………………………. 
 
 
 

 

Course Updates 

Date 
(dd/mm/yyy
y) 

Nature of Update FTQSC Minute Ref: 
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